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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 



The third annual number of the Year-book published by the 
League of Library Commissions follows the plan of those pre- 
viously issued in its effort to furnish a convenient handbook 
regarding the organization and work of each commission, with 
special emphasis on traveling libraries, and a complete direc- 
tory of commission workers. 

Grateful acknowledgment is herewith extended to the of- 
ficers of the various commissions, who have responded to 
special inquiries and supplied the latest information concern- 
ing their respective commissions. 

C.F.B. 



HISTOEICAL SUMMARY 

With the growth of the library extension movement dur- 
ing the last fifteen years, and the recognition of the library 
as an educational institution, has developed the idea of 
fostering and encouraging this movement by state aid or 
supervision in some form. The public school systems of our 
several states have been brought to their present successful 
operation through generous state aid and encouragement, and 
the public library systems are now following in their foot- 
steps. In spite of the fact that statistics show a great in- 
crease in the number of books accessible to the people, a care- 
ful study of conditions in rural communities shows that many 
millions of people have no access to libraries. To solve this 
problem of furnishing free books to the entire population, the 
aid of the state has naturally been sought. Another problem 
of library extension is that of the small library with small in- 
come and inexperienced service. To encourage a healthful 
growth in such libraries and promote their efficiency, the 
need of some center of information is apparent. 

Twenty-eight states are now undertaking library extension 
worlc, twenty-two through library commissions, and six 
through a department of the state library. Although the or- 
ganization and methods of the several states differ materially, 
the common aim is to inspire communities with a desire for 
library service, to foster zeal in library work, and to promote 
the efficiency of libraries already established. 

Massachusetts was the pioneer state in this movement, es- 
tablishing a library commission in 1890 which was authorized 
to grant $100 in books to any town upon the establishment of 
a free public library. The books are selected by the com- 
missioners, and they have individually exerted much per- 
sonal influence to encourage the establishment of libraries. 
When the law was enacted there were 105 towns out of 352 
without free libraries, and Massachusetts now has the dis- 
tinction of being the only state in the union which has a 
public library in every town. 
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New Hampshire followed the next year, 1891, by enacting 
a law nearly identical with the Massachusetts law, which 
gives $100 to each town founding a free library. The New 
Hampshire Commission was instrumental in passing a com- 
pulsory library law, according to which every town must 
levy a certain assessment to maintain a library; the mini- 
mum amount instead of the maximum is prescribed; if the 
town has no library, the fund accumulates; and if a town 
wishes to omit an assessment, it must especially vote to do 
so. In 1903, 144 libraries had been established by state aid, 
leaving but 24 towns in the state without a free library. 
The Board of Library Commissioners was then abolished, 
and the work turned over to the trustees of the State Li- 
brary, who have assumed all the duties and powers of the 
former commission. 

In 1892, New York entered the list, developing a system of 
state supervision of libraries with more complete centraliza- 
tion than has yet been attempted in any other state. The 
work has been done by the Home Education Division of the 
University of the State of New York, the director of the 
State Library being also director of Home Education, so that 
the two interests have been identified. Under the law, the 
regents of the University were given power to issue charters 
and give financial aid to libraries which fulfilled certain con- 
ditions. These libraries are supervised and inspected yearly, 
and two organizers now give their entire time to the work 
of visiting and assisting libraries. New York was the first 
state to establish traveling libraries, the first libraries being 
sent out in 1893. Other activities of the division include a 
library school, extension teaching, publication of reports, 
study club outlines, aids in book-selection and a quarterly 
bulletin. By the unification law of 1904, the Home Educa- 
tion Division was placed under the Department of Education 
and is now called the Division of Educational Extension. 

In Connecticut, a Public Library Committee appointed by 
the State Board of Education was created in 1893. This 
Committee has advisory powers, and is authorized to give di- 
rect financial aid to libraries. In 1903 an appropriation was 
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made for traveling libraries, and a library visitor has been 
appointed. 

In 1894 Vermont passed a law similar to tliat of Massachu- 
setts, and in 1900 established a system of traveling libraries, 
and appointed a secretary to make personal visits to libraries. 

It will be noticed that in the beginning all the New Eng- 
land states, except New York, followed Massachusetts as a 
model and confined their work to giving direct financial aid 
to libraries, the features of traveling libraries and library 
visiting being added later. 

The Wisconsin Commission was organized in 1895, and be- 
came the pioneer and model for work in the West. The 
Commission now carries on its work through three depart- 
ments, (1) the Instructional Department, which includes the 
work of organizing and visiting libraries, institutes, and the 
library school opened in 1906, (2) the Traveling Library De- 
partment and (3) the Legislative Eeference and Document 
Department. The importance of a strong personnel in field 
work has been recognized from the beginning. 

In Ohio, a commission was established in 1896, to have 
charge of the State Library and appoint the state librarian. 
Traveling libraries are operated as a department of the State 
Library, in this respect following the example of New York. 
In 1906 an amendment to the law authorized the appointment 
of a library organizer, who began work in the fall of 1908, 
when the appropriation became available. 

The Georgia Commission, established in 1897, is advisory 
only and has had no appropriation. 

In 1899, commissions were established in seven states, two 
more following in 1900, and five others in 1901. Of these 
states, the group in the Middle West — ^Indiana, Iowa, Min- 
nesota and Nebraska — have followed the lines laid down by 
Wisconsin, each having a system of traveling libraries, and 
emphasizing field work and instruction. All but Nebraska 
conduct a summer school. Nebraska has emphasized work 
with school libraries, which have no other assistance from 
the state. Since the conditions and problems of the states in 
the Middle West were found to be similar, it was believed 
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that cooperation in publication of necessary printed matter 
would be an economy. At a conference of the library com- 
missions of Wisconsin, Iowa and Minnesota, in October, 1901, 
plans for cooperative work were discussed, and as a result^ 
Wisconsin contributed the Suggestive list of hooks for a small 
library J with supplementary Buying-lists of recent hooks; Min- 
nesota edited and published the Handhook of library organiza- 
tion) and the Quarterly published by Iowa was for a time 
utilized by the other states, but after a few issues this plan 
proved to be impracticable. The commissions of Indiana, 
Idaho, Nebraska and Delaware afterwards purchased copies 
of the Handhook and Suggestive list for use in their respective 
states. Of the Western states which established commis- 
sions at this time, Idaho and Kansas confined their efforts to 
traveling libraries, while the Colorado Commission, with no 
regular appropriation, has been an advisory body only. 

Michigan aids in the organization and extension of li- 
braries through two agencies: the State Library has charge 
of the traveling library system, and supplies books to com- 
munities having no libraries; the Board of Library Commis- 
sioners are concerned with building up town libraries, and to 
this end have a system of registered free libraries to which 
100 books are loaned for six months. Each library in the 
state, through a mandatory law, must make a report to its 
county commissioner of schools, who in turn must mstke a re- 
port of every district, school and public library in his county 
to the Board of Library Commissioners. 

Pennsylvania, which established its Commission in 1899, 
has a system of traveling libraries sent out under the direc- 
tion of the state librarian. In 1907, a consulting librarian 
was appointed to further the extension work. Of the East- 
ern group of states, Maine, New Jersey and Delaware fol- 
lowed the plan of their neighboring states in offering direct 
financial aid to public libraries, all of them adding the feature 
of traveling libraries. Maine held a summer school in 1904. 
Delaware employed an organizer for a time, and New Jersey 
has employed an organizer since 1905, and conducts a sum- 
mer school. 
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In Maryland the State Library Commission encourages the 
establishment of libraries, and operates a system of travel- 
ing libraries. An organizer is sent out for a few months 
service when funds are available. 

In Washington, a Commission was established in 1901, but 
in 1903 the law was changed, giving the Commission charge 
of the State Library. The state librarian has a free hand in 
extension work, conducts a system of traveling libraries, a 
summer school, and has inaugurated a legislative reference 
department. By the law of 1907, the traveling library work 
was placed in the hands of a superintendent of traveling li- 
braries, appointed by the Commission, but independent of 
the State Library. 

In 1903, California established an Extension Department 
of the State Library to carry on the various branches of 
Commission work. 

The Colorado Traveling Library Commission was created 
in 1903, and has established a flourishing system of travel- 
ing libraries. 

Oregon joined the list in 1905, the law establishing this 
Commission being in some respects more comprehensive than 
any heretofore adopted, in that control of school libraries 
is vested in the Commission. The Commission prepares the 
list from which selections must be made for purchases from 
the county library fund. The Legislature of 1907 amended 
the Commission law in three particulars — striking out the 
limit on the printing, omitting the section which apportions 
the funds, and increasing the appropriation from $2,000 to 
$6,000 a year. 

In 1906, no new commisions were created, but Virginia 
made provision for enlargement of the work of the State 
Library, and for inaugurating a system of traveling libraries 
under the direction of the State Library Board. 

In 1907, library commissions were established in Missouri 
and North Dakota. In Missouri, the law is very compre- 
hensive, including supervision of school libraries and courses 
of lectures on library administration in the Normal Schools 
in addition to the usual lines of commission work. In North 
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Dakota the first work of the Commission has been the re- 
organization of the system of traveling libraries formerly 
under the Department of Public Instruetion, and the estab- 
lishment of a legislative reference department. In the same 
year Alabama joined the ranks of states providing support for 
library work and enterprise, when a law was passed adding 
to the work of the Department of Archives and History the 
duties usually performed by state library commissions, and 
providing for legislative reference work. 

For fuller accounts of the growth and development of li- 
brary extension work through state agency, see the publica- 
tions of the various commissions as listed under each commis- 
sion, as well as the following: 
Public Libraries, February 1905. 

(A Library Commission number containing: State aid to li- 
braries, by Gratia A. Countryman; Instructonal work of library 
commissions, by Alice S. Tyler; Reports of Commissions; Value 
and work of a state library organiser, by "W. R. Eastman; 
Synopsis of laws authorizing library commissions, by Johnson 
Brlgham. This number was the first attempt to collect in one 
place data regarding: the various commissions, and became the 
basis for the Year-book of the League.) 
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LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS. 

The success of the experiment in cooperation which was 
inaugurated in 1901 by the library commissions of Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota and Iowa, led to the suggestion that a na- 
tional organization might more economically carry forward 
lines of cooperative work. Printed matter of common in- 
terest and equal necessity and value to these commissions 
could thus be issued jointly, leaving to the overcrowded 
state commission workers more time and money for the 
problems peculiar to each state. 

A preliminary conference representing four library com- 
missions of the Middle West was held in Chicago, August 12, 
1904, to discuss the advisability of an organization of library 
commissions. A committee was appointed to prepare a sug- 
gestive plan as to organization and methods of cooperative 
work. At the meeting of the Commissions ' Section of the A. 
L. A., October 21, 1904, during the St. Louis conference, the 
committee made a report based on the experiments in coopera- 
tion in the Middle West, and on the replies received from 
letters sent to the various commissions. It was practically 
the unanimous opinion of those present that a League of Li- 
brary Commissions should be organized for cooperative work. 
This organization was therefore at once effected by the crea- 
tion of an executive board composed of one member from each 
of the ten states represented at that meeting, as follows: 
Connecticut, Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, New Jer- 
sey, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Wisconsin. 

The Board organized immediately by the election of Mr. 
Henry E. Legler, Wisconsin, as chairman, and Miss Alice S. 
Tyler, Iowa, as secretary. An executive committee was se- 
lected from the states represented to formulate a cooperative 
plan of work. This committee consisted of the chairman. 
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secretary and four additional members, Miss Marvin, Wiscon- 
sin; Miss Hoagland, Indiana; Miss Bullock, Nebraska, and 
Miss Baldwin, Minnesota. 

At a meeting of this committee in Chicago, November 28 
and 29, plans were considered for the immediate preparation 
and issue of a new edition of the Suggestive list of lH>oks for 
a small library and for the continuation of the Buying list of 
recent hooks, as the most urgent needs of the commissions. 
The executive committee also prepared, in the form of resolu- 
tions, a suggestedf plan for cooperation with the A. L. A. 
Publishing Board in the issuance of some of its publications. 

In January, 1905, the A. L. A. Publishing Board began 
the publication of the A. L. A, Book-list, and the Executive 
Board of the League assured the Publishing Board of its 
support in that undertaking by its adoption by the com- 
missions for use in their respective states. The Buying list 
which had formerly been compiled by the Wisconsin Commis- 
sion for the use of the commissions of the Middle West was 
therefore discontinued. 

At this time no definite arrangements could be made with 
the Publishing Board for other publications, and accordingly 
the League proceeded with the publication of the Suggestive 
list of hooks for a small library, compiled by Miss Cornelia 
Marvin, then of the Wisconsin Commission, and the second 
edition of the pamphlet on TJ, S, Government documents in 
small libraries, by J, I. Wyer, Jr. 

During the Portland meeting of the A. L. A., a conference 
was held between representatives of the Publishing Board 
and the Executive Board of the League to discuss means an4 
methods of co5peration between the A. L. A. Publishing 
Board and the League of Library Commissions. The needs 
of the commissions for certain printed matter were fully 
conceded by the members of the Publishing Board and it 
was recognized that in supplying these the Board would be 
complying with the condition of Mr. Carnegie's gift of 
$100,000 to the A. L. A., *'the income of which should be 
applied to the preparation and publication of such reading 
lists, indexes, and other bibliographical and library aids as 
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would be specially useful in the circulating libraries of the 
country." At the regular meeting of the Publishing Board, 
held in October, 1905, it was agreed that the Board would 
publish any material furnished by the League. 

At the meeting of the Commissions' section of the A. L. A. 
at Portland the organization of the League of Library Com- 
missions was approved by that section, and it was unanimous- 
ly voted that the approval of the A. L. A. Council be asked 
for the substitution of the League of Library Commissions 
as affiliated with the A. L. A. instead of the Commissions' 
Section. This was approved by the A. L. A. Council, so 
that hereafter the annual meeting of the League of Library 
Commissions will be held in conjunction with the A. L. A. 
conference. 

A meeting of the Executive Board was held in Indianapo- 
lis, December 13-14, 1905, when final consideration was given 
to the constitution and by-laws of the League and the sub- 
ject of the publications of the League and A. L. A. Publish- 
ing Board was fully discussed. The first edition of the Year- 
book of Library Commissions appeared in May, 1906. 

Begular annual meetings of the League since its organiza- 
tion as an affiliated body with the A. L. A. have been held 
at the Narrangansett Pier conference, 1906; Asheville con- 
ference, 1907; and Lake Minnetonka conference, 1908. The 
midwinter meeting of the Executive Board, held in Chicago 
about the first of January each year, has developed into 
an informal conference of commission workers and others en- 
gaged in allied interests for a discussion of commission 
problems as well as for the transaction of the business of the 
League. 

Twenty-one states are now members of the League, Includ- 
ing. Alabama, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, 
Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Penn- 
sylvania, Vermont, Virginia, Washington and Wisconsin. 

For further information regarding the history and work 
of the League, see: 
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Affiliation with A. L. A. Lib. J. 30: C 192-94. Pub. Lib. 
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31: 27. 

Chicago, January, 1907. Lib. J. 32: 76-77. Pub. 

Lib. 12: 67. 

Chicago, January, 1908. Lib. J. 33: 59-62. Pub. 

Lib. 13: 49-53. 



CONSTITUTION 
LEAGUE OF LIBRAEY COMMISSIONS. 

1 

Name. The name of this organization shall be League of 
Library Commissions. 

2 

Object. The object of the League shall be to promote, by 
cooperation, such library interests as are within the province 
of library supervision by the state. 

3 

Membership. Any state commission, board, bureau, de- 
partment, or other official organization charged with the duty 
of promoting library interests in the state where it is lo- 
cated, either by means of traveling libraries or the establish- 
ment, organization and supervision of public libraries, shall 
be eligible to membership upon compliance with the condi- 
tions hereinafter enumerated. 

Each organization admitted to active membership shall 
have one vote through an accredited representative (prefer- 
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ably an executive officer) on any subject requiring action at 
any meeting; but any member or officer of such commission, 
board or department may attend the meetings of the League 
and share in its deliberations. 

4 

Officers. The officers of the League shall be president, 1st 
and 2nd vice-presidents, secretary and treasurer, who" shall be 
elected at the annual meeting and shall serve until election 
of their successors. 

5 

Executive Board. Except when the League is in session, 
its affairs shall be in the hands of an Executive Board con- 
sisting of the officers named in Section 4 and the members of 
the Publication Committee, as hereinafter provided. Any 
vacancy occurring during the year shall be filled by the re- 
maining members of the Executive Board. 

The Executive Board shall arrange for the printing of such 
publications as may be found most useful in commission 
work, and shall fix the price at which material published by 
the League may be sold. 

Votes of the Executive Board may be taken by correspond- 
ence, a majority vote being necessary to give validity to any 
action so taken. 

The Executive Board of the League shall prepare pro- 
grams, select topics and assign speakers for the annual meet- 
ing and make all the necessary arrangements therefor. 

6 

Committees. There shall be a Publication Committee of 
three members who shall secure suitable material required in 
printed form for field work and in the organization and 
equipment of libraries. 

Standing committees and special committees not otherwise 
provided for shall be appointed by the president. 
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7 

Dues. The payment of a yearly membership fee of five dol- 
lars ($5.00) shall constitute active membership, such mem- 
bers being entitled to secure League publications at cost 
and to exercise the voting privilege as specified in Section 3. 
Associate members paying no dues shall be charged regular 
price for League publications, but may participate in delib- 
erations ^without a vote. 

8 

Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the League shall 
be held at the time and place of the annual meeting of the 
A. L. A. 

9 

Ai&liation. The League shall be affiliated with the A. L. 
A. in accordance with its constitution and by-laws. 

10 

By-laws. The Board may adopt by-laws for the League 
subject to such amendment as may be voted at the annual 
meeting. 

11 

Amendments. Amendments to this constitution may be 
adopted at any annual meeting of the League by a two- 
thirds vote of those present entitled to vote; provided that 
notice shall have been given, by correspondence, to all mem- 
bers of the League at least two months prior to such annual 
meeting; or in lieu thereof, that the amendment shall have 
received the unanimous approval of the Executive Board. 
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ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES OF COMMISSIONS. 
Alabama 

The work of public and school library extension, and al- 
lied activities, such as are usually performed by Library 
Commissions, is carried on under the direction of a Library 
Extension Division of the State Department of Archives and 
History, with headquarters in the State Capitol, Montgomery, 
authorized by act approved March 5, 1907, and put in opera- 
tion June 1, 1907. 

Ubrary Legislation.. Library legislation in Alabama is 
quite limited, and yet it is sufficiently comprehensive to 
meet the needs of practically unlimited expansion, with the 
single exception of appropriations for direct aid. These 
laws may be grouped as (1) the statutory provisions for the 
organization and support of a State and Supreme Court 
Library; (2) the maintenance of historical and legislative 
reference collections by the Department of Archives and 
History; (3) a very few special acts incorporating local 
library associations; (4) provision for unlimited municipal 
support; (5) the legislation for the organization of the Li- 
brary Extension Division. The following is the very com- 
prehensive and elastic provision requiring the organization 
of this Division: 

''It shall encourage and assist in the establishment of 
public and school libraries, and in the improvement and 
strengthening of those already in existence; it shall give 
advice and provide assistance to libraries and library work- 
ers in library administration, methods and economy; and it 
shall conduct a system of traveling libraries." 

Advisory and Promotion Work. The efforts of the Divi- 
sion, from its very beginning, have been directed to arous- 
ing &nd shaping public opinion throughout the state looking 
to the establishment of new public and school libraries, as 
well as to the strengthening of those already in existence. 
This has been done through correspondence, public addresses, 
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and personal visits and advice on the part of the Director and 
of the assistant in charge of the Library Extension Division. 
The press, the club women, and heads of institutions have 
been valuable allies in the movement. The Division responds 
to all reasonable calls for assistance in the matter of advice 
and help in developing interest. Fifteen such trips have 
been made by Miss Greene, the assistant, from June 1, 1907 
to Sept. 30, 1908. 

Instruction. During its first year the Division conducted 
a summer course for library training, July 15 to Aug. 18, 
1907. A class of twenty enrolled, and nineteen completed the 
course, one of the number dropping out on account of sick- 
ness. It is planned to offer this course each year. 

Through correspondence, advice on all subjects of library 
administration, methods and economy is given to Alabama 
libraries and library workers as far as possible. 

Traveling Libraries. The first traveling library went out 
Nov. 4, 1907, and to date fifty-one stations have been estab- 
lished, principally in the rural schools. 

Publications: 

Laws governing the Department of Archives and His- 
tory, 1907. 
Executive Staff: 

Thomas M. Owen, Director, Department of Archives and 

History, Montgomery. 
Miss Frances Nimmo Greene, Assistant in charge of Li- 
brary Extension Division, Montgomery. 
California 

The Extension Department of the State Library carries on 
the work which in many states is under the supervision of a 
public library commission. 

The work of the Department is organized in four divisions: 
(1) Public Libraries' Division; (2) Traveling Library Di- 
vision; (3) Study Club Division; (4) Books for the Blind 
Division. 

Public Libraries' Division. Two library organizers are em- 
ployed to encourage the establishment of libraries, to visit 
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those already established, to give advice and assistance to 
public libraries throughout the state, to consult with trustees 
and architects regarding plans for library buildings and to 
distribute American Library Association and League of 
Library Commission publications on library work. 

The library organizers give instruction to individual librar- 
ians in connection with organization work, prepare for library 
and teachers' association meetings exhibits illustrating li- 
brary methods and teach in the Summer School of Library 
Methods of the University of California, when held. 

Visits of from one to ten days ' duration are made to towns 
where new libraries are being established, or old libraries 
being reorganized. In the latter case the visits are some- 
times of two or three weeks ' duration. This is done without 
cost to the libraries visited. If the town can afford to em- 
ploy outside assistance, the State Library suggests names 
of persons capable of doing such work. 

As the demand for assistance in organizing libraries has 
grown, it has been found impossible to make all of the indi- 
vidual visits required. As an experiment it was decided to 
hold an institute in connection with the annual meeting of 
the California Library Association at San Jos6 in February. 
The two library organizers acted as instructors. This method 
of assisting many libraries at the same time, proved such a 
success that the State Library plans to carry on at different 
points in the state classes in library methods, the subjects 
for the classes being chosen to suit the needs of those who 
plan to attend. These classes are especially needed this 
year, as the University of California did not have any sum- 
mer school of library methods. The first three classes will 
extend over about two weeks each. 

Traveling Library Division. Libraries of 50 volumes each 
may be loaned to any community without a public library, on 
application of five resident taxpayers. There is n6 cnarge 
for the use of the libraries, and transportation both ways is 
paid by the State Library. A library may be kept three 
months, and by special permission the time may be extended 
three months longer. 
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Study Olub Division. Libraries for the use of study dubs 
are selected from the main collection of the State Library. 
These are loaned to any registered club upon application of 
two resident taxpayers. A fee of $1.50 for each 25 (or less) 
books must be paid in advance toward expense of service. 
Books must be returned at the end of three months unless 
by special permission the time has been extended. 

During the fiscal year 1907-8 no study club libraries were 
sent out; on account of the main collection of the State 
Library being inaccessible. During the winter of 1908-09 
the work will be taken iQ) again. 

Books for the Blind Division. The total number of acces- 
sions is 775, and the borrowers number 287. Embossed books 
are sent to any blind resident of the state upon application, 
and are also being sent to a few blind residents of Nevada, 
Utah, Montana, Nebraska and Oregon. 

Books for the blind are also loaned to free public libraries, 
or reading rooms, in collections of from ten to twenty- 
five books, upon application from the trustees of such library 
or reading room, if there will be at least five borrowers to 
make use of them. The books may be kept two months, 
and the transportation is paid both ways by the State 
Library. 

The demand is growing, as will be evident alone from the 
circulation for the last two fiscal years, that for 1907-08 
having been 3,318, and that for 1906-07 having been 2,706. 

Publications: 

Extension Department: 

News notes of California libraries, May, 1906, to date. 
Traveling Libraries' Division: 

Circular No. 1 — ^Eules for lending traveling libraries. 

Finding lists 1-46. 

Study Club Division: 

Circular — Eules for lending study club libraries, is- 
sued as circular No. 2 of the traveling libraries' 
division. 
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Books for the Blind Division: 

Circular and finding list. 
Public Libraries' Division: 

Libraries of California, 1904. 

Circular No. 1 — Why a town should incorporate. 

Circular No. 2 — Laws of California relating to public 
libraries. 

Circular No. 3 — Magazine exchange. 
Board of Trustees of State Library: 

Allen B. Lemmon, President, Santa Eosa. 
Bradner W. Lee, Los Angeles. 
Joseph Steffens, Sacramento. 
Charles S. Greene, Oakland. 
W. C. Van Fleet, San Francisco. 
Library Staff: 
James L. Chillis, State Librarian, Sacramento. 
Miss Laura Steffens, Chief of Extension Department. 
Miss Mabel Gillis, Assistant. 
Miss Elizabeth C. Haines, Assistant. 
Miss Bertha Kumli, Library Organizer. 
Miss Mabel E. Prentiss, Library Organizer. 

Colorado 

The Board of Library Commissioners gives advice upon 
all library matters through the Denver Public Library and 
the publication of the lil^rary laws of the state has led to 
the establishment of libraries in a number of towns. 

The Board has a small appropriation for clerical expenses, 
but has no employees. 

Pnblicatioiis: 

Colorado library laws. 

Members of the Commission: 

Charles E. Dudley, President, Public Library, Denver. 

George M. Lee, Secretary, Public Library, Denver. 

Edwin H. Park. 

Harper Leiper. 

Alfred E. Whitaker, Boulder. 
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The Colorado Traveling Libraries' Commission was estab- 
lished in 1903, through the efforts of the Colorado Federation 
of Women's Clubs, for the purpose of maintaining and devel- 
oping the system of traveling libraries which had been inaug- 
urated by the Federation in 1899. 

The law provides that all members of the Commission shall 
be women, appointed by the governor from a list submitted 
by the executive board of the Federation. 

Traveling Libraries are loaned without charge to any town 
in the state upon application, the person to whom the box 
is sent being held personally responsible for their safe return 
at the end of six months. 

The libraries are of three kinds: (1) Miscellaneous collec- 
tions of 50 volumes each, intended for the use of the general 
public; (2) Juvenile libraries of 50 volumes each, for use in 
country schools, Sunday schools, and the industrial schools, 
and (3) Small collections of reference books for the use of 
clubs and study classes. These have been enlarged during the 
last biennial period along the lines of domestic science, art 
and child study, prepared in cooperation with the standing 
committees of the Federation. 

The Commission distributes boxes of magazines and paper- 
bound books to farmers, mill-men, railroad-men, bams, hos- 
pitals, engine houses, stations, jails, reformatories and prisons. 
These are not returned, but are used and passed on until 
worn out. During the last two years 4,000 magazines and 
unbound books have been sent out in this way. Through 
the cooperation of the club women in the different towns 
throughout the state the work of establishing a chain of 
library stations for the distribution of periodicals has been 
undertaken. Leaflets for the sick, which are short stories 
taken from magazines and mounted, are sent to hospitals, 
relief corps, aid societies, and branches of the Sunshine 
Society. 

Pnblications: 

Biennial reports, 1906-1908. 
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Members of tbe Commission: 

Mrs. Julia V. Welles, President, Denver. . 

Mrs. Harry E. Churchill, Vice-President, Greeley. 

Mrs. James D. Whitmore, Secretary, Denver. 

Mrs. N. W. Wood, Historian, Trinidad. 

Mrs. Z. X. Snyder, Eeader, Greeley. 

Ezecntive Oi&cer: 

Miss Carrie Gushing, Transportation Clerk, Denver. 

Connecticnt 

The Free Public Library Committee revises book-lists sent 
by towns, and spends the state grant to the best of its 
ability, gives advice and assistance to librarians and teach- 
ers, tries to establish new libraries and make subscription 
libraries free, holds neighborhood meetings, publishes docu- 
ments and book-lists, and circulates traveling libraries, bird 
charts and pictures, framed and unf ramed. 

Advisory Work. The first work of the Public Library 
Committee of Connecticut was to issue circulars of informa- 
tion explaining the library law and its provision for state 
aid to public libraries. Members of the Committee have 
visited many towns to make addresses on the advantages of 
the library. As a result, eighty-three towns and cities 
have voted to establish and maintain public libraries. In • 
19u3, an official visitor and inspector of libraries was ap- 
pointed, who visits the libraries to confer with the librarian, 
to offer suggestions for improvement, and to report to the 
Committee on conditions. The Committee also issues lists 
of books, other documents, and revises the book-lists sent by 
the towns applying for state aid. 

Instruction. Institutes, or neighborhood meetings, as they 
are called, are held at irregular intervals, at points where 
there seems to be special need or opportunity. These include 
eight or ten towns, and lessons in mending and repairing 
and simple talks on cataloging, classification, the use of pic- 
tures, work with children, etc., are given. Suggestions for 
small libraries have been published. 
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Organizing. At the expense of the Public Library Com- 
mittee the visitor and inspector spends as much time as is 
possible with small libraries in directing the cataloging. 
Sometimes a cataloger is sent to assist in the work. 

Direct Aid. If the town appropriates $200 or less for the 
establishment of a public library, the state will give an equal 
amount in books. If a town appropriates $100 or less annu- 
ally for the maintenance of a public library, the state will 
give an equal amount in books. The lists of books sent in 
by the town are revised and approved by the committee, be- 
fore the grant is allowed. 

Traveling Libraries. Following are the libraries^ port- 
folios, and other material circulated by the Public Library 
Committee: 

81 libraries, loaned by the Connecticut Society of Colo- 
nial Dames, circulated among schools. 

56 libraries, loaned by the Connecticut Audubon Society, 
circulated among schools. 

19 libraries, loaned by Charles H. Leeds of Stamford, cir- 
culated among neighborhoods. 

2 libraries, loaned by Women's Clubs of Norwalk, and 
Author's Club, Bridgeport, circulated among neighborhoods. 

35 libraries, owned by Public Library Committee, circu- 
lated among schools. 

15 libraries, of general character, owned by Public Library 
Committee, circulated among neighborlfoods and libraries. 

19 libraries, accompanied by pictures on special subjects, 
owned by Public Library Committee, circulated among clubs 
and libraries. 

5 libraries, in foreign languages, owned by Public Library 
Committee, circulated among neighborhoods and libraries. 

4 home libraries, owned by Public Library Committee, cir- 
culated among individuals and families. 

60 portfolios of pictures, loaned by Connecticut Society 
of Colonial Dames, circulated among schools. 

140 sets of Audubon bird-charts, loaned by the Connecticut 
Audubon Society, circulated among schools. 
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62 portfolios of pictures, loaned by the Connecticut Audu- 
bon Society, circulated among schools. 

8 collections of pictures, loaned by Connecticut Society of 
Colonial Dames, circulated among libraries. 

53 framed pictures, owned by Public Library Committee, 
circulated among schools and libraries. 

700 unframed pictures, miscellaneous in character, a part 
loaned by Connecticut Society of Colonial Dames, a part 
owned by Public Library Committee, circulated among 
schools and libraries. 

School libraries in Connecticut have a grant from the state, 
and are permitted to buy books through the Public Library 
Committee. 

The Society of Colonial Dames circulates through the Com- 
mittee 81 libraries and 60 portfolios of pictures to schools. 
The libraries are sent to schools, express paid, and may be 
retained three months. The books are sent in a box which 
may be used as a book-case in the schoolroom. As a condi- 
tion of this loan, the teacher is required to keep a record of 
circulation. 

The Audubon Society sends out 56 libraries, 62 portfolios, 
and 140 sets of bird-charts to schools. 

Pnblications: 

Beports, 1893-1894, 1897-1900. 

(Reports for other years are included in the reports of 

the State Board of Education.) 
Annual lists of books, 1897-1903. 
Monthly book-list, 1904-1907. 

What a free library does for a country town, 1894. 
Circular relating to public libraries, 1894-1897. 
Method of obtaining state grant to public libraries, 
1902, 1904. 

Traveling school libraries loaned by Colonial Dames, 
1902, 1904. 

Pictures loaned to schools by Colonial Dames, 1902, 1903. 
Books on the Far East, 1904. 
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Address at the reopening of the Acton labrary. Old Say- 
brook, June 30, 1904, by Bev. Samnel Hart, D D. 

The development of pnblic libraries within the bounds 
of the old New Haven Colony, 1904. 

The public library and its critics, 1906. 

List of public library directors, 1906. 

A selected list of literature relating to American forests 
and forestry, 1906. 

List of pictures, framed and unframed, to be loaned to 
schools and libraries, 1906. 

Grange traveling libraries, series B and series C. 

Members of the Committee: 

Charles D. Hine, Chairman, Hartford. 

Miss Caroline M. Hewins, Secretary, Hartford. 

Nathan L. Bishop, Norwich. 

Edwin B. Gager, Derby. 

Storrs O. Seymour, Litchfield. 

Executive Officer: 

Mrs. Belle Holcomb Johnson, Visitor and Inspector of 
Libraries, Hartford. 

Delaware 

The State Library Commission was established in 1901, 
to promote the establishment and efficiency of free public 
libraries in incorporated towns. In 1903 the law regarding 
the establishment of public libraries was amended so that 
/ now it is possible for any school district in the state to 

establish a public library. The Commission has made an 
effort to have every incorporated town vote on the ques- 
tion of establishing a library under this law. Advice and 
assistance is given to towns in the establishment of libraries, 
and statistics of libraries are collected. 

Direct Aid. An amount equal to one-half the minimum 
amount authorized to be raised in districts of its class may 
be given annually to each public library. This varies from 
$12.50 to $125. 
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Traveling Libraries. The Commission maintains a system 
of traveling libraries which have been acquired by gift and 
by purchase. 

Each library contains about 50 volumes, and is loaned for 
three months with privilege of renewal. They are sent free 
of charge to: (1) Any school, Sunday school, college or 
seminary upon application of its principal; (2) Any village, 
town or community, study or other club, grange, post, lodge, 
business corporation or other similar organization, which will 
form a library association of not less than five members; (3) 
Any library upon application of its trustees or commissioners. 

A few collections of books for study are loaned to women 's 
clubs and special loans are made to teachers, and also to 
individuals when possible to give assistance to those pur- 
suing special lines of study. 

Pnblicatioiis: 

Biennial reports. 

Circular of information. 

Handbook of State Library Commission. 

Members of the Commission: 

Manlove Hayes, Chairman, Dover. 
Mrs. James Anthony, Smyrna. 
A. L. Bailey, Wilmington. 
I. J. Brasure, Selbyville. 
H. P. Cannon, Bridgeville. 
Daniel W. Corbit, Odessa. 
Mrs. Ella C. Marshall, Dover. 
Miss Mary E. Holland, Milford. 
Mrs. Chas. E. Miller, Wilmington. 

Executive Staff: 

Thomas W. Wilson, State Librarian, Secretary. 
Miss Ida V. Culbreth, Librarian. 

Georgia 

The Georgia Library Commission was established in 1807. 
to give advice and counsel to all communities in the state 
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regarding the establishment and management of libraries. 
The Commission may also send its members to aid in organ- 
izing new libraries or improving those already established. 
The Commission has had no appropriation since its organ- 
ization, but through the co5peration of the Carnegie Library 
of Atlanta has rendered much assistance to all library under- 
takings in the South. 

Publications: 

Handbook of the libraries of the State of Georgia, At- 
lanta, 1907. (Printed as a special Bulletin of the 
Carnegie Library of Atlanta.) 

Members of the Commission: 

* , Chairman. 

Mrs. J. K. Ottley, Atlanta. 
Walter Brooks, Rome. 
Carleton B. Gibson, Columbus. 
Bridges Smith, Macon. 

Executive Officer: 

Mrs. Percival Sneed, Organizer, Carnegie Library, At- 
lanta. 

Idaho 

The State Library Commission operates a system of travel- 
ing libraries under the control of the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic instruction, wha is ex-officio secretary of the Commission. 

The libraries consist of 50 books each and are loaned to 
any community in the state upon application of five tax- 
payers, remaining at each station four months. A competent 
person is appointed librarian and is made responsible for the 
books. The expense of transportation, which is a very large 
item in this state, is borne by the Commission. 

*The chairmanship of the Commission was left vacant by the 
resignation of Miss Wallace in February, 1908. on the occasion 
of her marriage and removal to Massachusetts. The governor has 
not yet made an appointment to fill the place. 
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Publications: 

Handbook of Idaho Library Commission. 
Biennial report, 1905-06, 1907-8. 

Members of the Commission: 

John Guheen, Attorney General, Chairman, Boise. 
James A. McLean, President of the University of Idaho, 
Moscow. 

Miss S. Belle Chamberlain, Superintendent of PubUc 

Instruction, Boise. 
Eobert Lansdon, Secretary of State, Boise. 

Executive Staff: 

Miss S. Belle Chamberlain, Secretary, ex-officio, Boise. 
E. Louise Johnson, Assistant Secretary. 

Indiana 

The Public Library Commission endeavors to secure the 
establishment of public libraries in localities able to sup- 
port them, visits libraries for the purpose of giving advice 
and instruction, conducts a summer school for librarians, 
holds library institutes, addresses farmers' institutes, main- 
tains a system of traveling libraries and a department of 
donation and distribution for books, magazines, pictures and 
furniture, and endeavors to bring about a closer relation be- 
tween the library and school, by instructing librarians as to 
methods of work with schools. 

Advisory Work. The secretary and state organizer gives 
much of his time to advisory work through correspondence 
and in personal visits to towns. Interest in library matters 
is aroused and information is given as to the organization 
of libraries, building plans and furnishings, selection of 
books, methods of advertising, and in library administration. 
Numerous editorials are written by the secretary for news- 
papers over the state regarding libraries, their establishment 
and their management. Addresses are given at clubs and 
public meetings when library questions are discussed. The 
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Commission distributes free of charge to Indiana libraries, 
the A. L. A. and other book-lists and publishes Indiana read- 
ing lists for distribution. 

Instruction. In addition to individual instruction given in 
the Commission's office to visiting librarians, summer library- 
schools have been conducted for the last seven years. Only 
those are admitted who have had a four years' High School 
course or its equivalent, and who are filling library positions 
or are under definite written appointment to them. The 
course includes a study of technical methods in library work 
and consideration is given also to questions of the library's 
relations to the public, etc. The class of 1908^ conducted at 
Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana, numbered twenty-nine 
regular and five special students. Eighty-one lectures were 
given in all, of which sixty were devoted to technical phases 
of library work. Of the latter number, eight lectures were 
given on library and school cooperation. 

Organizing. The Commission helps to organize city, town 
and township libraries and if the income of the library is 
small, the organizer spends a few days at a time in instruct- 
ing the local librarians how to classify the library. No charge 
is made for such services. When a library is able to pay for 
a cataloger's services, the Commission recommends those who 
can do the work most efficiently. 

Traveling Libraries. The traveling libraries' system in 
Indiana was inaugurated in 1899, and was at first adminis- 
tered from the State Library. In 1902 the books were trans- 
ferred to the office of the Commission. The general libraries 
contain miscellaneous collections of forty volumes each and 
are loaned to any community upon application of five citizens. 
The express charges are paid by the associations. The li^ 
braries are loaned for three months with the privilege of 
retaining them six months, if desired. 

There are 1,100 books made up into collections consisting 
of fourteen and eighteen books for the use of the women's 
clubs. They consist of groups on the literature, history and 
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art of the various countries, Browning and Shakespeare li- 
braries, Nature study collections, Domestic Science, etc. 
These are used by over 100 women's clubs, and schools. 
Stereoscopic views of Bussia, Japan, China, Switzerland, 
Norway, Italy, Germany, United States, etc., are loaned with 
the study club collections. The Commission has 200 travel- 
ing libraries containing about 7,200 books. The libraries 
are loaned to small libraries, country schools, Sunday schools, 
granges, reading circles of all kinds and into farm homes. 

Institutes. A large number of personal visits were made 
during the year to individual libraries, but in order to in- 
crease public interest and stimulate the efforts of librarians 
through a comparison of ways and means, six library insti- 
tutes were conducted by the Commission during the last six 
months. Attendance at these institutes was excellent and 
through informal discussions many library problems were 
solved and isolated librarians were brought into contact with 
each other and with the Library Commission. A feature of 
the institutes this year was the consideration given the ques- 
tion of library bindings, materials and repairs. A book- 
binder who had given much study to library bindings was 
engaged by the Commission to give advice and practical 
demonstrations at the institutes. 

Institutional Libraries. Indiana was one of the first states 
to give aid to institutional libraries through its Library Com- 
mission. Seven years ago assistance was given to the library 
at the Indiana Boys' School, but small appropriations have 
prevented the development of definite work in this field. A 
charging system was put in the Indiana Boys' School library 
which proved so successful that mirrors are now loaned the 
inmates according to the library charging system. With a 
collection of 5,000 books, the circulation for last year 
amounted to 161,921. During the last year considerable help 
was given by the Commission to two institutional libraries, 
to the one at the Indiana Girls' School in particular. New 
books were selected by the Commission at a saving of con- 
siderable money to the school. Undesirable books in the 
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old collection were discarded, books were cleaned and re- 
paired, and were then accessioned, classified and an author 
and title index made for them by the Commission. A charg- 
ing system was put in and plans were sent so that some of 
the record trays, etc., could be made by pupils in the sloyd 
shop at the school. 

Building Plans. In order to help communities secure 
economical, convenient library buildings, the Commission has 
a collection of photographs and floor plans of several hundred 
library buildings. They have proved of great value to li- 
brary architects and library boards and a decided improve- 
ment has resulted in library construction in towns where the 
plans have been loaned. In addition to plans of buildings, 
the Commission has a small collection of blue print drawings 
showing dimensions and construction of shelving, newspaper 
and periodical racks, etc. The Commission believes that the 
best furniture purchasable is the cheapest for library boards, 
but when there is not sufficient money available for this, 
good, inexpensive furniture has been made from the blue 
prints and used until the library's income permitted the 
purchase of the best library furniture in the market. 

Documents. The Public Library Commission and State 
Library are authorized by law to distribute state documents 
to public libraries. 

1908 Publications: 

Graded list of stories for reading aloud. (Compiled by 

Miss Harriot E. Hassler.) 
Library development and the Public Library Commission 

of Indiana. 
Bevised finding list of traveling libraries. 
Study club finding list. 
Report, 1906-08 (in preparation). 

Good books for children's Christmas gifts. (Compiled 

by Miss C. E. Scott in Occurrent.) 
Stories and ballads of Bobin Hood. (Beprint of Carnegie 

Library, Pittsburgh list, in Occurrent.) 
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King Arthur and the Knights of the Bound Table. 
(Reprint of Oarnegie Library, Pittsburgh list, in Occut- 
rent.) 

Selected list of short stories of nature. (From Salisbury 
& Beckwith, Index to short stories in Occurrent.) 

Index to Indianapolis News and Star for 1908. (Com- 
piled by Miss A. M. Chapin, in Occunent.) 

Library Occurrent, Issued quarterly. 

New Pnblications Distributed, 1908: 

Magazines for the small library. 

List of books for probation officers. 

Small library buildings. 

Material for a library campaign. 

Selected list of German books for the small library. 

A. L. A. book-list, 1908. 

Members of the Commission: 

Jacob P. Dunn, President, Indianapolis. 
Mrs. Elizabeth C. Earl, Connersville. 
William W. Parsons, Terre Haute. 

Executive Staff: 

Chalmers Hadley, Secretary and State Organizer, Indian- 
apolis. 

Miss Carrie E. Scott, Assistant State Organizer. 
Miss Georgia H. Beynolds, Librarian of Traveling Li- 
braries. 

Iowa 

The Library Commission of the State of Iowa serves as a 
Board of Library Extension and a Bureau of Library In- 
formation by means of its various activities. 

The Commission gives advice and counsel by personal 
visits and correspondence, to all free and other public li- 
braries in the state and to all communities which propose to 
establish them, conducts a summer school, maintains a sys- 
tem of traveling libraries and an exchange for periodicals. 
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Advisory Work. The secretary of the Commission has, 
through correspondence and personal visits, become ac- 
quainted with library conditions in the state and encourage- 
ment is given to all cities and towns to take advantage of 
the law providing for a municipal tax for a library. The 
advisory work of the secretary has included counsel in pre- 
liminary efforts for the submission of the library question 
to vote; advice as to methods of organization, selection of 
books, and recommendation of competent organizers; con- 
ferences with trustees regarding plans for new library build- 
ings; addresses to teachers' meetings, women's clubs, public 
meetings, etc., on library subjects; and correspondence on 
many subjects relating to library extension. 

Instruction. The Commission conducts a summer school 
for library training at the State University of Iowa, as a 
regular department of the University Summer School. Those 
only are admitted who are already in library work or defi- 
nitely appointed to positions. The course covers a period of 
six weeks, and includes technical details of library work, 
with special emphasis on classification and cataloging. 
Library work with children has been an important feature 
of the school. A second year's course in cataloging is offered 
every two or three years to those who have completed the 
first year's work satisfactorily and to those who have had 
sufficient previous training or experience. A special course 
is also given for teacher-librarians. During the year, the 
secretary makes personal visits of a few days' duration to 
instruct librarians as to methods and assist in organizing. 

The lovca library quarterly^ a sixteen-page bulletin, is 
published for the benefit of trustees and librarians of the 
free public libraries of Iowa. The Handbook of library 
organization, compiled by the commissions of Minnesota, 
Iowa and Wisconsin, has also been used by the Commission, 
and other library literature is distributed as occasion arises. 

Organizing. The secretary of the Commission gives as 
much time as possible to organizing town libraries and in 
the preliminary work, selection of books, etc. Where the 
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income of the library is small the Commission gives the ser- 
vices of a skilled organizer in putting the library on a mod- 
em basis. If local funds are available libraries are expected 
to pay for the services of the organizer, the Commission aid- 
ing by advice and counsel and securing a capable worker. 

Traveling Libraries. The Iowa Library Commission main- 
tains a traveling library system as an important feature 
of its work. 

The books may be loaned to a local public library, to a 
library association created for the purpose, to a group of ten 
taxpayers, to clubs, schools and other organizations, and to 
individuals, free of cost, except transportation. Begular 
libraries are loaned for three months, but an extension of 
time is allowed, when desired. 

Two distinct collections of books are kept for traveling 
library purposes: the regular libraries arranged in fixed 
groups ot 50 volumes each, consisting of miscellaneos col- 
lections for general reading; and the general loan, or ''open 
shelf" collection, arrangea by subject according to the Deci- 
mal classification, from which libraries are made up to meet 
the needs of the applicants. This collection includes (1) 
books for study clubs and other organizations, for which a 
selection of books best adapted to their requirements, and 
usually not exceeding 25 volumes, is made; (2) libraries for 
young people, selected from the List of library books for 
scTiool districts of Iowa, which are loaned to rural schools; 
(3) individual loans, which may be secured by filing an agree- 
ment guaranteed by the local bank, and (4) books for the 
blind, which are loaned to any blind person in the state, 
upon recommendation of a resident taxpayer acquainted with 
the applicant, or which may be loaned through the local 
library. 

Documents. The Commission has prepared and published 
a Check-list of the Publications of the State of Iowa, as the 
first necessary step in regulating the distribution of state 
publications. 
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School Libraries. Traveling libraries are loaned to rural 
schools, books for this purpose being selected from a graded 
list issued by the State Board of Educational Examiners. 
Instruction is g^ven in the Summer Library School to teach- 
ers on the care and use of school libraries. 

Periodical Exchange. It has been found of great practical 
service to aid small libraries in completing sets of standard 
periodicals indexed in Poole; magazines are generously con- 
tributed from all parts of the state and there is no cost 
further than the payment of freight. 

Publications: 

Iowa Library quarterly; 1901 to date. 



Leaflets : 




No. 


1. 


Shall a free public library be established f 


No. 


2. 


Iowa day and a few books about Iowa. 


No. 


3. 


Periodicals; their value and use. 


No. 


4. 


Birthdays, anniversaries and events. 


No. 


5. 


Free traveling library of Iowa. 


No. 


6. 


Books for the blind. 


No. 


7. 


Library buildings. 



List of books recommended for a children's library; com- 
piled by Annie Carroll Moore. 
Traveling library lists. 
Check-list of state publications. 
List of books by Iowa authors. 
Eeports 1903, 1905, 1906. 

Members of the Commission: 

Johnson Brigham, State Librarian, President, Des Moines. 
George E. MacLean, President State University, Iowa 
City. 

John F. Biggs, State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, Des Moines. 
Mrs. Horace M. Towner, Corning. 
Mrs. David W. Norris, Grinnell. 
Mrs. Henry J. Howe, Marshalltown. 
Capt. W. H. Johnston, Ft. Dodge. 
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Executive Staff: 

Miss Alice S. Tyler, Secretary, Des Moines. 

Miss Margaret W. Brown, Librarian, Traveling Library. 

Miss Caroline B. Langworthy, Organizer. 

Headquarters: 

State Historical Building, Des Moines. 

Kansas 

The Traveling Libraries Commission maintains a system 
of traveling libraries, which are loaned to any community 
in the state upon application and payment of a fee of $2.00 
to cover transportation charges. The libraries are made up 
to suit the individual, club, school or society ordering. The 
only fixed libraries are those planned and prepared for club 
and class work. 

Publications: 

Reports 1-4, 1900-6. 

Members of the Commission: 

James L. King, State Librarian, Chairman. 
Lucy B. Johnston. 
Mrs. Eustace Brown. 
Julia E. Brown. 
H. G. Larimer. 

Executive Staff: 

Mrs. Adrian Greene, Secretary, Topeka. 

Maine 

The State Library Commission of Maine was established 
in 1899 ''to encourage the establishment of free public 
libraries, to select the books to be purchased for traveling 
libraries and to advise the state librarian in reference 
thereto. ' * 

The law creating the Commission also authorized the loan- 
ing of books from the State Library, and established the 
system of traveling libraries. 
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Advisory Work. The members of the Commission have at- 
tended the dedication of new libraries, and have given help 
and advice to such libraries when called upon. In 1906, the 
Commission rendered assistance to the State Library Asso- 
ciation by paying the expenses of two outside speakers at 
the annual meeting. 

Direct Aid. Each public library upon its establishment is 
entitled to $100 worth of books and annually thereafter to 
an amount equal to 10 per cent of the amount appropriated 
and expended for the library. 

Traveling Iiibraries. Libraries of 50 volumes each are 
loaned to any free library in the state upon application of 
the librarian; or to any association composed of five or more 
persons residing in a town destitute of a free library. The 
foe is $2.60. Books and documents from the State Library 
may also be loaned to any responsible citizen of the state, 
on written application therefor and on payment of all express 
and carriage charges. 

Publications: 
Beports 1-3, 1900-1903. 

Members of the Oommission: 

E. W. Emery, State Librarian, Secretary, Ex-officio, 

Augusta. 
A. J. Roberts, Water ville. 
W. H. Hartshorn, Lewiston. 
Mrs. Kate C. Estabrook, Orono. 
Mrs. Lizzie Jewett-Butler, Mechanic Falls. 

Maryland 

The State Library Commission was established to give ad- 
vice and counsel to all free libraries and public school li- 
braries in the state and to all committees proposing to estab- 
lish them, and to maintain a system of traveling libraries. 
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Advisory Work. When funds have permitted, a field secre- 
tary and organizer has been employed for a few months' ser- 
vice to visit traveling library stations, to arouse interest in 
library matters and to obtain information regarding library 
needs in various parts of the state. Statistics of libraries 
in Maryland have been collected and published in the annual 
reports of the Commission. 

Traveling Libraries. A system of traveling libraries is 
operated from the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
under contract with the Commission. Libraries of about 35 
volumes each are loaned for four months to any community 
upon application of at least three responsible citizens, and 
payment of a fee of 50 cents. 

Books for the blind are sent from the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library to any blind person in the state, the Commission 
agreeing to hold itself responsible for the safe-keeping of 
the books, and to pay a small sum to the library to cover 
wear ana tear. 

Publications: 

Reports 1-6, 1903-08. 

Members of the Commission: 

M. Bates Stephens, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

President, Denton. 
Bernard C. Steiner, Librarian, Enoch Pratt I ree Library, 

Secretary, Baltimore. 
Miss Linnie Shafer, State Librarian, Annapolis, 
Mrs. John M. Carter, Mt. Washington. 
Mrs. M. A. Newell, Port Deposit. 
Thomas B. Mackall, Esq., Baltimore. 
De Courcy W. Thom, Esq., Queenstown. 

Massachusetts 

The Free Public Library Commission was created to en- 
courage the establishment of libraries by direct state aid, 
and to give advice relating to the maintenance and admin- 
istration of libraries. 
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AdvlBory Work. The individual members of the Commis- 
sion who render service without compensation have accom- 
plished much through personal efforts for the cause of library- 
extension in the state. In 1906, the Commission was granted 
$2,000 annually for the material aid of public libraries. 
Such aid is given chiefly to libraries in towns not exceeding 
$600,000 in valuation, and may include gifts of books, per- 
sonal visits, instruction in library matters and such other 
help as the Commission may deem advisable. 

In 1908, a board of auxiliary visitors has been organized, 
the members of which visit the small libraries once or twice 
each year and report to the Commission on conditions. The 
aid rendered through this board has been most effective. 

Direct Aid. Through the operation of the law which 
gave to each town $100 worth of books upon the establish- 
ment of a library, libraries have now been established in 
every town in the state, so that this law is no longer effective. 

Publications: 

Annual reports 1-17, 1891-1907. 

Members of the Commission: 

C. B. Tillinghast, State Librarian, Boston, Chairman. 
Miss E. P. Sohier, Beverly, Secretary. 
Mrs. Mabel Simpkins Agassiz, Yarmouth. 
Samuel Swett Green, Worcester. 
Deloraine P. Corey, Maiden. 

Michigan 

The Board of Library Commissioners encourages the estab- 
lishment of town libraries by means of the system of regis- 
tered libraries and works in coiiperation with the Department 
of Public Instruction, the county commissioners of schools, 
the women's clubs and the county organizers of village and 
rural libraries. The board employs no assistants, but its 
work is done in connection with that of the State Library. 

Instruction. In 1908, the first session of the Summer 
School for library training was held at the State Library. 
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The course was free to those holding library positions in 
Michigan, or under appointment to such positions, and oflPered 
elementary instruction on technical subjects, designed to 
meet the needs of librarians of the smaller libraries. Work 
with children was made a special feature of this session. A 
five weeks ' course including twenty- two lectures was given by 
Miss Effie L. Power. For use in this work the Commission 
obtained a library of 500 v., chosen by Miss Power, as a 
first selection of childrens' books for a small public library. 
The list is now being printed by the Commission. 

A six weeks' course in library methods has been estab- 
lished in connection with the summer sessions of the three 
normal schools at Kalamazoo, Marquette and Mt. Pleasant. 
Two courses were given in 1908 at Mt. Pleasant and Mar- 
quette: Course I, designed for teachers having no libraries 
to administer, included no technical instruction, but laid 
special emphasis on book selection, care of books, children's 
books and reading, story telling, etc. ; Course II, for teachers 
having school libraries in charge, included technical instruc- 
tion and practice work in accessioning, classifying and cata- 
loging, in addition to work along the lines given in Course I. 

Organizing. In April 1907, a county organizer was ap- 
pointed to carry on library work on educational lines. Visits 
have been made to the more isolated portions of the state, 
and library matters have been presented at state and local 
teachers' associations, teachers' institutes, farmers' insti- 
tutes and the state fair. 

Assistants are sent out from the State Library to assist 
small libraries in accessioning, classification and cataloging. 

Direct Aid. Under the registration plan, any library 
which is free to the public and which has on its shelves 100 
books, not counting government and state documents, may 
borrow from the Board of Library Commissioners 100 books 
to be kept six months, when upon a further purchase of 
books, another loan will be made, equal to the number pur- 
chased. This loan applies to township, district and school 
libraries, if frae to the public. 
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Traveling Libraries. The traveling libraries are under the 
direction of the state librarian, and are loaned to towns and 
villages upon application of a group of 20 or 25 taxpayers. 
Farming communities may apply under the following organi- 
zations: granges, farmers' clubs, women's clubs, Epworth 
leagues and similar organizations and any society organized 
for the purpose of study. A yearly fee of $5.00 pays the 
transportation both ways on four libraries, $1.25 pays the 
transportation both ways on one library. The regular libra- 
ries are made up in sets of 50 volumes for general reading. 
These may be kept three months and an extension of three 
months is allowed. To aid the club women of the state, 
special libraries of books made up on the programs of club 
work are prepared. They are loaned under the association 
application. 

Legislative Beference Department. A Legislative Eefer- 
ence Department was established in the State Library in 
1907. The first work of the department was collecting in- 
formation in regard to the constitutions of the various states 
to aid in the work of preparing a new constitution. 

Publications : 

Annual reports 1-7, 1900-1906 (1904 o. p.). 

Books for libraries. (Reprint of A. L. A. Book-list.) 

How shall I catalog my library? (Reprint.) 

How to start a library. 

Legislative history of Michigan libraries. 

State aid to libraries. 

Women's clubs and free public libraries. 

List of books for school libraries, grades 1-8. 

Members of the Commission: 

David E. Heineman, President, Detroit. 

Mrs. Mary C. Spencer, State Librarian, Secretary, 

Lansing. 
Henry Nelson Loud, Au Sable. 
Henry R. Pattengill, Lansing. 
Frederick J. Baldwin, Coral. 
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Minnesota 

The Minnesota Public Library Commission was established 
in 1899 to encourage the establishment of libraries in all 
communities able to support them, to give advice and in- 
struction to those in charge of public libraries already 
established and to maintain a system of free traveling li- 
braries. 

Advisory Work. The Commission endeavors to awaken 
interest in towns where no libraries exist, through corre- 
spondence, printed matter, personal visits, or public meetings 
for discussion of the library question; gives advice to all 
towns which are attempting to start libraries, regarding 
laws and methods of organization, selection of books, furni- 
ture and supplies; visits libraries already established to 
confer with the librarian and library board regarding meth- 
ods of work and plans for further development; assists 
in planning library buildings; distributes the A. L. A. 
Book-list and other aids in book selection to librarians and 
members of book committees. 

Instruction. The Commission conducts a six- weeks' course 
in library methods at the University of Minnesota, as a de- 
partment of the University Summer School. The course is 
open only to those having library positions or who are under 
definite appointments to such positions, and includes classifi- 
cation, cataloging, book-selection and buying, reference work, 
children 's work, and all business records necessary in a small 
library. Further instruction is given by the Commission 
organizer to each individual librarian in her own library. 

In addition to the publications of the Commission, other 
library literature including A. L. A. tracts on Essentials in 
library administration and Cataloging for small libraries 
is sent out as required. 

Organizing. When a library is opened for the first time, 
the Commission sends an organizer to classify the books, 
start the accession-record and shelf-list, install a proper 
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charging system, and teaeh the librarian how to keep the 
necessary records. When the librarian has had summer 
school training, further assistance is rendered in cataloging. 
All but local expenses are paid by the Commission, but not 
more than three weeks time is given to one library. 

Traveling Libraries. The traveling library continues to be, 
perhaps, the most important work of the Commission, and in 
its development an effort is made not only to reach com- 
munities which have no access to public libraries, but also 
to supplement the work of the small public library, especi- 
ally in furnishing to students books which the local library 
cannot afford to buy. 

The traveling libraries for general reading are made up in 
groups of 50 volumes each for small towns and villages, 
and of 25 volumes each for rural communities. They are 
loaned for six months to any village, town or community 
upon application of ten taxpayers, and to a public library 
upon application of the board of directors. A fee of $1 
for 50 books and 50 cents for 25 books is paid in advance 
for transportation charges. 

Juvenile libraries of 25 volumes each are loaned to small 
public libraries whose book fund is limited, or to traveling 
library stations in addition to the regular traveling library. 

Groups of six books in the Norwegian, Swedish, French, 
German and Finnish languages are added to the regidar trav- 
eling libraries upon request without extra charge. There 
are also special libraries of 25 volumes each in foreign 
languages which are loaned to public libraries or to any 
station that has an English traveling library. These may 
be kept six months for a fee of $1.00, out of which the 
Commission pays the transportation. 

Home libraries of ten volumes each are sent to individuals 
in isolated communities where it is impossible to secure 
the signatures of ten taxpayers. These libraries are made 
up to suit each individual case and may consist of general 
reading matter, juvenile books, or books upon some special 
subject. The borrower is required to sign an application 
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guaranteed by some school or county officer, and to pay 
transportation charges. 

The collection of books for study clubs has developed from 
a small nucleus donated by the women's clubs of the larger 
cities until there is now a general collection of about 2,500 
volumes for reference use. Libraries are made up to suit the 
needs of the various clubs, and the books are supplemented 
by pictures, stereopticon views and magazine articles. Sug- 
gestive outlines, too, are furnished by the Commission for 
the use of the program committee. Club libraries are sent 
upon application of club officers, for a fee of $1.00 plus 
transportation charges, and are retained for the club year, 
usually from September to June. 

The development of the reference side of the traveling 
library has been marked during the last year. In addition 
to the regular libraries loaned to study clubs and teachers, 
much additional material is sent to club women throughout 
the year and there are frequent requests from individuals, 
teachers, students and librarians for loans on special sub- 
jects. Such aid is supplied from the general collection of 
books, from the magazines on file in the clearing house, or 
from the larger public libraries by inter-library loans. 

Periodical Exchange. Through the clearing house for 
periodicals, the Commission assists the public libraries of the 
state to complete their files of reference magazines. From 
the collection of magazines on hand, reference material is 
supplied for school debates and study clubs. Illustrated 
popular magazines not valuable for reference work are sent 
to railroad and lumber camps. 

Documents. Public documents in the small public library, 
by J. I. Wyer, Jr., was published by the Commission in 
1904 to assist librarians in weeding out unnecessi^ry docu- 
ments and completing important files. The Commission 
also cooperates with the secretary of state in distributing 
state publications to libraries. 
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School Idbrarles. The Commission gives advice to school 
libraries through correspondence, assists in organizing snch 
libraries whenever possible, encourages cooperation between 
school and public libraries in small towns, and distributes 
graded lists of books for schools upon request from super- 
intendents. 

Pnblicatioiui: 

Biennial reports 1-5, 1900-1908. 

Publication No. 1, Minnesota library laws, November, 
1903. 

Library laws, 1907 (revised). 

Publication No. 2, Public documents in the small library, 

March 1904. . 
Library notes and news, December, 1904-date. 

Members of the Oonunission: 

Cyrus Northrop, President of the University of Minne- 
sota, Minneapolis. 

John W. Olsen, State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, St. Paul. 

Warren Upham, Secretary, Minnesota Historical Society, 
St. Paul. 

Miss Margaret J. Evans, Chairman, Northfield. 
Miss Gratia A. Countryman, Minneapolis. 

Executive Staff: 

Miss Clara F. Baldwin, Secretary. 
Miss Martha Wilson, Librarian. 

Missouri. 

The Missouri Library Commission was established by the 
Legislature of 1907, and was organized October 15, 1907, 
at which time a secretary was elected to take active charge. 
The Commission consists of five members, three of whom 
are appointed by the governor; the State Superintendent 
of Schools and the President of the State University com- 
plete the membership. 
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The Commission is authorized to give advice to all school, 
free and other public libraries, and to all communities 
which may propose to establish them; it may receive gifts 
of money, books or other property; operate a system of 
traveling libraries; and in general aid in the development 
of libraries throughout the state. 

Advisory Work. The assistance which the Commission 
stands ready to render may be classed as follows: 

Advice to towns concerning the awakening of local in- 
terest and the establishment of local libraries. 

Advice to libraries regarding organization or reorganiza- 
tion. 

Distribution of library literature and book-lists, and sug- 
gestion as to the sources of» inexpensive material. Under 
this head there have been sent out during the year: six full 
subscriptions to Public LihrarieSy twenty-five copies of Mag- 
azines for the small libraries, and eleven sets of miscellane- 
ous railroad pamphlets, which last were supplied through 
the courtesy of the railroad companies. 

Instruction. The Commission inaugurated during the year 
of 1908, a course of lectures on library science in its simpler 
development; for the normal school summer sessions. The 
lectures were given at but two points in the state during the 
current year: Miss Edna Lyman, two lectures on children's 
reading; and Miss Flora B. Boberts, two lectures on organi- 
zation; the lectures were given twice by each speaker, at 
Springfield, and at Cape Girardeau. 

Traveling Libraries. The Commission has added something 
like 80 fixed group libraries to those donated by the Missouri 
Federation of Women's Clubs; and has the beginning of a 
general loan collection which will be increased according 
to the demand. The work with the schools has taken the 
form of graded traveling libraries, of which seventeen have 
been sent out to the schools of the state. 
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Publications: 

Traveling libraries, what they are and how to secure 
them. 

Traveling library book-lists, Nos. 1-10. 
Annual report, 1907. 

Members of tbe Commission: 

Purd B. Wright, President, St. Joseph. 
Adelaide J. Thompson, Jefferson City. 
J. P. Greene, Liberty. 

Howard A. Gass, State Superintendent of Schools, Jef- 
ferson City. 

A. Ross Hill, President University of Missouri, Columbia. 

Executive Officer: 

Miss Elizabeth B. Wales, Secretary, Jefferson City. 

Nebraska 

The Public Library Commission was established in 1901, 
chiefly for the encouragement of the establishment of li- 
braries, and the improvement of those already established, 
with the traveling library as one of the means to this end. 

Advisory Work. The Commission gives advice and sugges- 
tions on library matters by personal visits of the secretary, 
correspondence and the distribution of literature. Lists of 
books for purchase are recommended by the Commission, and 
the A. L. A. Book-list is sent to every library in the state. 

Organizing. Assistance in organizing is rendered to small 
public libraries without charge. 

Instruction. The secretary of the Commission gives in- 
struction to individual librarians in their own libraries. In 
1906, a correspondence course was instituted; a course of 
work in elementary form, with lessons sent to the office of 
the Commission for revision. 

Traveling Libraries. The general traveling libraries are 
composed of from 40 to 50 volumes of miscellaneous books 
for adults and children. At the request of the borrowers 
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other books are included on special subjects, children's 
books and books of general reading when the majority of 
readers are adults. In addition to the general libraries 
there are several school libraries containing books for chil- 
dren only, books of general interest and for supplementary 
reading. Libraries are loaned to any community, upon pay- 
ment of transportation charges. 

By the payment of $40 for one traveling library, a com- 
munity may become a permanent traveling library station, 
with the privilege of having an exchange of libraries every 
three months for five years. 

From the general loan collection, books on special subjects 
are loaned to study clubs, teachers, schools and individuals. 

School Libraries. The Commission has done much volun- 
tary work in behalf of school libraries. There is no provi- 
sion made in the school library law for the method of se- 
lection and purchase of books, but the Commission has 
printed a list of books suitable for a school library, and 
teachers and directors are urged to buy from this list. 
Many talks have been given by the secretary at teachers' 
institutes and normal schools and correspondence on the sub- 
ject of book selection is a feature. 

Publications: 

Biennial reports 1-3, 1902-6. 

Circular of information. 

Farm circular No. 1, January, 1906. 

How to start a library. 

Library day circular, October, 1905. 

List of books for school libraries. 

Nebraska library bulletin, Nos. 1-7, February, 1906- 
March, 1908. 

Members of tbe Commission: 
F. L. Haller, President, Omaha. 

E. Benjamin Andrews, Chancellor of the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln. 
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J. L. McBrien, State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, Lincoln. 

H. C. Lindsay, State Librarian, Lincoln. 

Dr. Walter K. Jewett, Librarian of the University of 
Nebraska, Lincoln. 

Executive Staff: 

Miss Charlotte Templeton, Secretary, Lincoln. 
Miss Guess Humphrey, Librarian. 

New Hampshire 

The board of trustees of the State Library supersedes the 
Board of Library Commissioners, assuming all its powers 
and duties. These are to give advice to public libraries as 
to selection of books, maintenance and administration, and 
to expend the grant of $100 for books to each town comply- 
ing with the necessary conditions. 

Advlsoiy Work. The state librarian as representative of 
the trustees, does much voluntary advisory work through 
correspondence and library meetings. As the law does not 
provide for supervisory powers, all this work is suggestive 
only. 

Instruction. The state librarian under direction of the 
trustees holds a library meeting for consultation and discus- 
sion upon library administration at some convenient point 
in each county in the state every year, making ten meetings 
in all annually. 

Organizing. New libraries in towns not already having a 
public library are organized with state aid and under the 
supervision of the trustees of the State Library. 

Direct Aid. The state gives $100 worth of books to each 
horary upon its establishment in towns not already having 
public libraries. 

Documents. The State Library receives the surplus copies 
of all state publications and is authorized to dispose of them 
by sale or exchange or otherwise for the benefit of the 
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library. The distribution to the public libraries of the state 
is made by the secretary of state before the surplus is 
turned over to the State Library. 

Publications: 

Bulletin of New Hampshire Public Libraries (quarterly). 

Members of the Oommission: 

William D. Chandler, Chairman, Concord. 
William F. Whitcher, Haverhill. 
William J. Starr, Manchester. 

Executive Officer: 

Arthur H. Chase, State Librarian, Secretary, Concord. 

New Jersey 

The Public Library Commission assists public libraries by 
giving advice and personal assistance in organization, dis- 
tributes state aid to libraries, and has charge of the system 
of traveling libraries, and the libraries in the penal insti- 
tutions. 

Advisory Work. The organizer and other representatives 
of the Commission visit towns to confer with the librarian, 
to meet with library boards, to present the library question 
at popular meetings or before *the city council and to address 
Women's clubs. Special assistance has been given in book- 
selection by distributing the A. L. A. Book-list and other 
lists published by different libraries and commissions, and 
also by revision of lists made up by individual libraries. 

Instruction. A summer school of five weeks was held at 
Asbury Park in 1908, under the direction of the organizer of 
the Commission. An elementary course was given in select- 
ing and buying books and supplies, the arrangement and 
care of books, classification, cataloging, reference work, 
mending and binding and general administration. The Com- 
mission cooperated with the New Jersey Library Association 
in holding two meetings, which had excellent results. The or- 
ganizer has also held eleven conferences at central points 
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with librarians from the small libraries in one district. 
No talks were given but questions were asked and answered. 
A correspondence course in library economy has been car- 
ried on for the benefit of librarians who could not attend 
summer school. 

Organizing. The organizer visits libraries to assist the 
local librarian in the work of organizing or reorganizing, 
spending as much time in each place as is necessary to teach 
the librarian how to continue the work. 

Direct Aid. $100 is given to each library having less than 
5,000 volumes, upon its establishment under municipal con- 
trol. 

Traveling Libraries. The traveling libraries originally 
loaned by the State Library were placed in the hands of the 
Commission in 1904. The arrangement of the libraries has 
been so changed that instead of being made up of collections 
of fifty books on varied subjects, not subject to change, the 
books are chosen to suit the one who applies. Traveling 
libraries are loaned to any community upon application of 
ten taxpayers, and to any public library upon application of 
the trustees. An annual fee of $2.00 is charged to cover cost 
of transportation. 

During 1906, the number of traveling libraries has been 
doubled, and the demand for books has greatly increased. 
Talks on traveling library work have been made to farmers' 
granges, and the Commission has placed the libraries and 
aroused interest in rural communities with the assistance of 
the State Grange of Patrons of Husbandry. 

The Commission has charged of the system of traveling 
libraries for the state and county penal institutions. These 
consist of groups sent to each institution made up of a 
varying number of books to fit the number of inmates in 
the prisons or jails or reformatories. 

Members of the Commission: 

W. C. Kimball, Passaic, Chairman. 
M. Taylor Pyne, Princeton. 
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Dr. E. C. Bichardson, Princeton. 
Dr. Everett T. Tomlinson, Elizabeth. 
Howard M. Cooper, Camden. 

Executive Staff: 

Henry C. Buchanan, State Librarian, Secretary, Trenton. 
Miss Sarah B. Askew, Organizer. 

New York 

The Division of Educational Extension of the New York 
Education Department, under supervision of the Director 
of the State Library, has in charge all the library interests* 
of the state. 

Advisory Work. The work of supervising and promoting 
the organization of public libraries passes under the hands 
of the Division of Educational Extension and each registered 
library is visited officially every year. This is the most im- 
portant work of the division. Much study has been given to 
library buildings, and plans are suggested and revised. An- 
nual lists of best books are issued by the State Library. 

Instruction. The Albany Library School is under the care 
of the Education Department. A six-weeks' summer school 
is also held. The division has cooperated with the New 
York Library Association in holding local library institutes, 
emphasizing instruction in practical library work. The state 
is divided into eleven districts for this purpose and a meet- 
ing of at least three sessions was held every year for four 
years in each district. 

In 1908, library round table meetings were held in thirty 
places, each bringing together a small group of librarians 
for informal discussion and comparison of views and ex- 
periences. This plan will be continued. 

Organizing. There are two state organizers who give 
their time to the libraries, . remaining not more than two 
weeks in one place. Their services are in demand for months 
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in advance. In each case the library served pays all ex- 
penses of the organizer while with them, and it is expected 
that others besides the librarian will take part in the work 
and learn library methods and ideals from their visitor. 

In addition to the organizing work done by special invi- 
tation, brief calls are made on many other libraries; the 
organizers hold round table meetings with groups of li- 
brarians and visit teachers, study clubs and institutes for 
farmers wives and cooperate with any movement for the 
promotion of good reading. 

Direct Aid. Five dollars to $100 each year may be paid 
to each registered library for buying approved books on 
condition that an equal sum be raised locally for the same 
purpose. 

Traveling Libraries. Libraries for general reading con- 
taining a fixed proportion of books on the various subjects 
are lent to any community. Each group contains 25, 50 or 
100 volumes, some including only older, standard books 
and others the more recent publications. Children's books 
are in separate groups of twenty-five volumes. A set of 
annotated lists showing the contents of each library is sup- 
plied on request. In addition to the fixed groups, there is 
a large additional collection of books from which selections 
may be made. This includes maps and charts but not school 
text-books, dictionaries or cyclopedias. The catalog of this 
collection is not in print, but lists of approved books will be 
lent to borrowers on request. Selections are made as far as 
possible from these lists, but other books will be furnished 
if approved. 

Libraries on special subjects and in some cases the libraries 
for general reading are selected from this miscellaneous 
collection. 

Traveling libraries may be lent to : 

(1) Any institution under state supervision on applica- 
tion of its responsible officers. 
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(2) Any registered study club or extension center on ap- 
plication of the secretary and the guaranty of a real estate 
owner. 

(3) Any community without a public library, on applica- 
tion of five resident taxpayers. 

(4) Any club, grange, church, summer school, business 
corporation or other recorded organization needing books for 
reading or study, on application of the responsible officer 
and guaranty of a real estate owner. Libraries lent to ap- 
plicants in this class will be made up of books not needed 
by borrowers in the three preceding classes, and cannot be 
sent during August, September and October. 

The fee is $2 for twenty-five books, and $1 for each ad- 
ditional twenty-five books when all are sent in one ship- 
ment. This entitles the borrower to suitable cases, finding 
lists if printed, necessary blanks and transportation both 
ways. 

Libraries are lent for six months, but schools and regis- 
tered study clubs whose courses of study last longer than 
six months are permitted to retain their libraries as late as 
June 1 of each year. In other cases libraries must not be 
retained after the six months have expired except by per- 
mission, as the books are often promised to other localities. 
Libraries lent to summer schools, clubs, or hotels must be 
returned on October 1, if recalled. 

The Division also encourages work among literary organi- 
zations by fixing a standard for registry. Assistance is given 
in planning courses of study and by lending traveling libra- 
ries. The requirements for registry are: 

(1) Five or more members. 

(2) An annual report on official blanks to be transmitted 
betore July 1 of each year. 

(3) A course of study approved by the Division of Educa- 
tional Extension. The primary requisite for such approval 
is that the subject be sufficiently limited in scope to permit 
of its intelligent study within the time allotted, which must 
be not less than ten weeks. 
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The house library of ten volumes lent for three months 
for a fee of $1.00, covering transportation both ways, is sent 
to any household in New York not having convenient free 
public library privileges. The application must be signed by 
some real estate owner who guarantees the return of the 
books in accordance with the rules and to make good any 
losses or injuries beyond reasonable wear. These honse 
libraries are made up to suit each individual case. When 
definite books are asked for, they are sent so far as practic- 
able. On a blank provided for the purpose applicants are 
requested to give age and sex of all who will use the li- 
brary, and definite information as to kind of books desired, 
so that the library may be chosen to meet the wants of all 
in each house applying. 

Publications: 

Annual report on public libraries. 

New York libraries, bulletin of 32 pages, issued quarterly. 
Tentative list of 500 to 1,000 volumes of preceding year. 
Annotated list of 250 best books of preceding year. 
Bulletin of traveling libraries. 
Bulletin of library building plans. 

Staff of Division of Educational Extension: 

William R. Eastman, Chief of Division, Albany. 
Asa Wynkoop, Inspector of libraries. 
Miss Anna B. Phelps, Organizer. 
Miss Zaidee Brown, Organizer. 

Miss Grace L. Betteridge, Assistant in charge of travel- 
ing libraries and study clubs. 
Miss Mabel McKay, Assistant. 
Miss Lucy E. Fay, Assistant. 

New York State Libi^iry School: 

James I. Wyer, Jr., Director of State Library, Director. 
Frank K. Walter, Vice Director. 
Miss Corinne Bacon, Instructor. 
Miss E. M. Sanderson, Registrar. 
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The Legislature of 1907 created a Public Library Commis- 
sion consisting of three members; the president of the North 
Dakota Library Association and the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction, ex-officio, and one member to be appointed 
by the governor. 

It is the duty of the Commission to give advice and instruc- 
tion upon any matter pertaining to the organization, main- 
tenance or administration of libraries, to encourage the for- 
mation of libraries where none exist, to keep statistics of the 
free public libraries of North Dakota, and to establish a 
legislative reference bureau for the information and assist- 
ance of the members of the legislative assembly. 

Advisory Work. The Commission promotes library interest 
in the state by correspondence, by contributions to news- 
papers and by sending a worker, when expenses are paid, to 
assist in organizing libraries. It helps in planning library 
buildings, in selecting and purchasing books, in securing 
trained librarians and gives advice on any subject pertain- 
ing to library work. 

Traveling Libraries. Before the organization of the Com- 
mission in 1907, traveling libraries were in charge of the 
Department of Public Instruction and were sent to schools 
only. Of the 3,000 volumes handed over to the Commission, 
many were worn out and others not suited to the needs of 
traveling libraries. The work of calling in and reorganizing 
these libraries is progressing as rapidly as possible. 41 col- 
lections containing 40 to 50 volumes each have already been 
sent to applicants. 

Traveling libraries, in fixed groups, accompanied by the 
supplies necessary to keep records of circulation are sent on 
application of six persons who agree to pay transportation 
charges and to be responsible for the safe-keeping. 

The libraries are loaned for six months. Extension of 
time is granted when desired. 
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These libraries are not loaned to individuals but to any 
community which will form an association of at least six 
members or to any school, club or small library which will 
act as a library association. 

Educational Reference. Schools, clubs and individuals de- 
siring to pursue special lines of study may have books from 
the educational reference collection on application. There 
is no expense beside the cost of transportation and a possible 
fine for unusual damage. 

This part of the work is limited at present by lack of 
funds for the purchase of books. 

Legislative Reference Work. One of the duties of the 
Public Library Commission, as defined by the Legislature of 
1907, is the maintenance of a reference bureau for the in- 
formation and assistance of members of the Legislature. Ac- 
cordingly the librarian of the Commission, early in 1908, be- 
gan the collection of the best available material on economic 
problems, together with critical data on the legislative ex- 
perience of other states. The aim of the bureau is to put 
within convenient reach of the legislator, in classified and 
condensed form, such information as will enable him to know 
the economic conditions in other states, the laws as there 
passed and as they actually meet the situation that called for 
their enactment. Books, reports, pamphlets and clippings 
from newspapers and periodicals on various subjects of state 
interest have been collected in the library. All bills intro- 
duced in the last two sessions of the State Legislature have 
been indexed and filed for ready reference. 

Publications: 

Laws of North Dakota, relating to Free Public Libraries 

and the Public Library Commission. 
North Dakota Public Library Commission. 
Legislative Reference Library with table of leading 

parliamentary motions. 
Members of the Commission: 

Frank J. Thompson, President State Library Association, 

Fargo. 
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W. L. Stoekwell, State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, Grafton. 

Mrs. Minnie Clarke Budlong, Secretary Public Library 
Commission, Bismarck. 

Executive Staff: 

*Zana K. Miller, Librarian and Director. 

Sveinbjorn Johnson, Legislative Reference Librarian.. 



•Resigned, October, 1908. Successor not yet appointed. 
Ohio 

The first Board of Library Commissioners, under the pres- 
ent law, was appointed April 22, 1896. 

The Commission has entire charge of the State Library 
and has done much to popularize that institution and extend 
its sphere of activity. It is now open to the citizens of the 
entire state. Its service through the mails is rapidly ex- 
tending. 

Advisoiy Work. The Commission is by law authorized to 
give advice in relation to *^the maintenance and administra- 
tion'' of public libraries. This authority has been liberally 
interpreted and substantial assistance has been given to those 
seeking such aid. The law was amended in 1906 and the 
employment of a library organizer is now authorized. An 
appropriation of $2,000 was made at the last session of the 
General Assembly and a library organizer has been employed. 
The appropriation is to cover all the expenses of the depart- 
ment of library organization. The Board of Commissioners 
have specified the duties of the organizer, as follows: 

To give aid and counsel by correspondence and personal 
visits to cities, towns and communities proposing to establish 
libraries. 

To assist in reorganizing old libraries according to modern 
methods, which will insure greater efiiciency and the best 
results. 
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To gather statistics of Ohio libraries for the use of this 
Commission and the guidance and information of trustees 
and others. 

To give advice and assistance in planning library buildings 
and collect material on this subject for the use of the library- 
board. 

To prepare an annual report to the Board of Library Com- 
missioners on the general library condition of the state. 

A bill providing for a legislative reference department 
passed the Senate and was pending in the House at the close 
of the last session of the General Assembly. A bill for the 
certification of librarians by a board of examiners to be 
appointed by the Commission also passed the Senate at this 
session and was pending in the House when that body 
adjourned. 

In April, 1905, the Commission commenced the publica- 
tion of a monthly bulletin. This is devoted chiefly to lists 
of important current additions to the State Library. Some 
numbers cover special topics, as Initiative and referendum, 
Primary elections, Free railway passes, Capital punishment, 
Ohio's state flower, Ohio's jewels. Seal of Ohio and the North- 
west Territory. 

Traveling Libraries. For the year ending October 20, 1908, 
1,234 traveling libraries aggregating 48,203 volumes were 
issued. These traveling libraries were distributed as follows: 
to public libraries, 76; to public schools, 590; to women's 
clubs, 181; to men's clubs, 50; to granges, 81; to other 
organizations 256. Within the past four years 4,296 travel- 
ing libraries have been issued to 1,454 stations. The so- 
called "flexible" system, as distinguished from "fixed 
collections" has been used since the issue of the first travel- 
ing library in Ohio. 

Publications: 

Publications of the state of Ohio, 1896. 
Lafayette day leaflet, 1899. 

Newspapers and periodicals in Ohio State Library, other 
libraries of the state, and lists of Ohio newspapers in 
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the Library of Congress and the Library of the His- 
torical Society of Wisconsin, 1902. 

Sketches of Ohio libraries, 1902. 

Early newspapers in Ohio, 1902. 

Duplicate magazines in Ohio libraries, 1904. 

Monthly bulletin. June, 1905-date. 

Initiative and referendum, 1907. 

Ohio emblems and monuments, 1907. 

Books on agriculture and related subjects. In press. 

Board of Library Oommlssioners: 

J. F. McGrew, Springfield. 
Charles Orr, Cleveland. 
John McSweeney, Wooster. 

Executive Staff: 

C. B. Galbreath, State Librarian, Secretary, Columbus. 
Miss Mary Elizabeth Downey, Library Organizer. 
Mrs. Ida K. Galbreath, Superintendent of Traveling 
Library. 

Oregon 

The Oregon Library Commission is authorized to give 
advice to all schools, free and other public libraries, and 
to all communities which may propose to establish them, to 
maintain a system of traveling libraries, to publish lists 
and circulars of information, to conduct a summer school 
of library instruction and a clearing house for free gift to 
local libraries. 

Advlsoiy Work. The Commission works for the establish- 
ment of public libraries in localities able to support them, 
visits libraries for the purpose of giving advice, distributes 
library literature for use in newspaper articles or meetings 
for arousing interest in libraries, gives advice and assistance 
in planning library buildings, helps in book-selection and 
purchase. 

Instruction. A summer library school was conducted by 
the Commission in 1906, at the State University. A four- 
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weeks' course was given, covering the essentials of techni- 
cal workj use of reference books, bibliographical aids, and 
selection of books. The secretary and librarian visit libraries 
for the purpose of giving instruction and instructional lit- 
erature is distributed to librarians and trustees. 

Organizing. The Commission gives necessary help to small 
libraries in organizing without charge, in so far as time and 
funds permit. It is expected that each library shall, if pos- 
sible, bear the expense. 

There are so few public libraries in Oregon and so few 
towns pay enough to support libraries that the organization 
work of the Commission is not heavy. The State University 
and the State Agricultural College have secured trained li- 
brarians and the libraries of these schools have been organ- 
ized. All state institutions are centered at Salem, the head- 
quarters of the Commission, and a special effort will be made 
to secure and make effective libraries for the charitable, 
penal and reformatory institutions. 

Traveling Libraries. The Legislature of 1905 authorized 
the Library Commission to purchase and operate traveling 
libraries, but no appropriation was made for buying books. 
The books were bought with gifts from individuals and with 
subscriptions of associations receiving the libraries. In 1907 
the appropriation was increased to allow for purchase of 
traveling libraries. 

Libraries are loaned for six months to villages, schools, 
granges and country communities upon application of the 
officers of an association, school or grange, or of ten tax- 
payers, who are required to provide shelving for the books 
in a suitable place and to pay all transportation charges. 

The libraries are made up in groups of from fifty to sixty 
volumes each, of the best popular books for adults and 
children. They are shipped in stout cases and are accom- 
panied by catalogs and supplies necessary for keeping records 
of circulation. 

In response to requests from debating societies for material 
upon some special questions, the Commission has made up a 
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number of small libraries for debating societies and for stu- 
dents. These debate libraries contain books, periodical arti- 
cles, copies of debates in Congress, laws, pamphlets published 
by societies organized to promote some special reform, briefs, 
and bibliographies. The libraries are limited to public ques- 
tions of importance, and there is a constant and increasing 
demand for them, especially from the high schools of the 
state. 

The Commission also makes up libraries for the grange 
programs, working in cooperation with the State Lecturer and 
sending to each grange each month a package of material 
for preparation for the program for the following meeting. 
There are 122 granges in the state and the Commission aims 
to supply study collections to all of these except the ten 
granges served by the Portland Public Library. The state 
is divided into ten distrists, all of the granges in each dis- 
trict having the same program each month, requiring many 
duplicate libraries. 

Legislative Reference Work. The Commission has no 
regular department for legislative reference work, but it 
has attempted to obtain the most important material for 
the state, and in the six months previous to the last Legisla- 
ture and during the session collected for members much 
material upon laws and proposed laws. The resources of 
the Commission have been decidedly limited, but in co- 
operation with the State Law Library it has been possible 
to supply most of the material asked for. The work con- 
nects with the debate library plan, as much of the material 
collected for the Legislature is loaned to debating societies 
between sessions. 

School Libraries. When the law creating the Commission 
was passea, the state school library law was amended, mak- 
ing it obligatory for the Commission to compile a list of 
books for school libraries and rules for the care of such 
libraries. The ten-cent tax for each child of school age 
was made mandatory and county superintendents directed 
to notify the Commission of the amount allowed for each 
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school diBtrict. A few counties exceeded the ten-cent limit 
in 1906. For 1907 most counties have levied a tax greatly 
in excess of that required by law. Purchase must be made 
from the Commission list and through the Commission. This 
brings very close connection with the schools which report 
to the Commission upon the books in their libraries and send 
their selections for annual purchases. It also necessitates 
work at the teachers' institutes. Regular instruction on the 
use and care of the school libraries and on the use of the 
library in teaching geography has been given in nearly every 
institute in the state and continues annually. The Commis- 
sion has a series of school library publications to be used at 
the institutes in making possible systematic use of school 
libraries. The Commission is also working at institutes to 
organize teachers' reading circles and to have county adop- 
tion annually of one good book for reading aloud in country 
schools. 

Iiibraries and State Institntions. The Commission, at its 
organization, began some work for the libraries of the State 
Institutions, sending an organizer and making a full report 
on these libraries to the Board in charge of the institutions. 
The library at the Prison has received the most attention. 
The Normal Schools and the School for the Deaf have been 
authorized to purchase children's books from the state school 
list prepared by the Commission for the public schools of the 
state. The organizer employed by the Library Commission 
organized the libraries of the State Normal Schools and in- 
structed the school and the local librarian in library methods. 
The work was done at the request of the State Normal 
School Board of Regents and the same methods were adopted 
in all of the schools. 

Documents. A new law passed in 1907 makes the State 
Library the distributing center for state documents and 
authorizes the Commission to designate depositories. 
Publications: 

School circulars, 1-6. 
Campaign slips, 1-30. 
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Book marks, 1-12. 

State school library list, pts., 1-2. 

Circulars of information, 1-11. 

Home library circulars, 1. 

Library leaflets, 1. 

Traveling library lists. 

Biennial reports, 1-2. 

Members of the Commission: 

Governor George E. Chamberlain, Salem. 
J. H. Ackerman, State Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion, Salem. 

P. L. Campbell, President of the University of Oregon. 
Miss Mary F. Isom, Librarian, Library Association, 

Portland. 
W. B. Ayer, Portland. 

Executive Staff: 

Miss Cornelia Marvin, Secretary, Salem. 

Pennsylvania 

The Pennsylvania Free Library Commission was estab- 
lished in 1899. Under the operation of the law, the work of 
the Commission divides itself into two parts, that of super- 
vising and encouraging the free library movement through 
the state, and that of maintaining a system of traveling 
libraries. 

Advisory Work. A consulting librarian has been appointed 
to visit the various libraries in the state and discuss with 
the workers the aims and methods of library work so as 
to bring it up to the point of highest efficiency. 

Organizing. The Commission gives advice and assistance 
to those who are planning to organize libraries. 

Traveling Libraries. The traveling libraries are designed 
to encourage the establishment of permanent libraries wher- 
ever possible, and to provide books for localities which 
cannot support libraries of their own. To this end, libraries 
are of service in four lines of work: 
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(1) Libraries of fifty books for general reading, whose 
purpose is to provide free libraries for communities in which 
there is no such institution. These are loaned for six months 
upon application of twelve taxpayers, and payment of a 
fee of $1.00 to cover cost of transportation both ways. 

(2) Libraries on special subjects for study clubs and 
reading circles. Study clubs are invited to send their pro- 
grams to the Commission and reference libraries will be 
made up to cover the subjects. The number of books 
varies, but all books needed for the proper study of the 
subjects are included. These libraries are loaned upon ap- 
plication of the officers of the club, for a fee of $1.00, and 
may be kept until the close of the season's work. 

(3) Libraries are provided for use in connection with the 
school work through the state. These libraries include fifty 
volumes, chosen to suit the grade for which they are in- 
tended, and designed to arouse interest in school work, as 
well as to lead the children to an appreciation of the better 
class of literature. The libraries are loaned upon applica- 
tion of the officers of the School Board for a fee of $1.00, 
and may be kept until the close of the school year. 

(4) Books are loaned to individuals who are interested 
in some particular line of study, but are so situated that 
they cannot secure the books needed. These collections in- 
clude not more than five works, which may be kept three 
months. The applicant must be endorsed by a real estate 
owner, and pay all transportation charges. 

Publications: 

Annual reports 1-2. 

Bulletin No. 1. Aids in book selection. 
Handbook of the Pennsylvania Free Library Commis- 
sion, 1907. 
Pennsylvania Library Notes. 

Members of the Oommlssion: 

J. G. Bosengarten, Philadelphia, Chairman. 
Thomas L. Montgomery, State Librarian, Harrisburg, 
Secretary, ex-officio. 
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John Thomson, Free Library of Philadelphia, Treasurer. 
Henry Belin, Jr., Scranton. 
♦William N. Trew, Pittsburg. 

Horace E. Hay den. Librarian, Wyoming Valley Histori- 
cal Society, Wilkes-Barre. 

Executive Staff: 

Eobert P. Bliss, Assistant Secretary, Harrisburg. 
Miss Helen TJ. Price, Consulting Librarian. 
Miss Anna A. MacDonald, Office Secretary. 

•Resigned. Successor not yet appointed. 

Vermont 

The Board of Library Commissioners, established in 1894, 
is authorized to give advice to librarians or trustees of any 
free library regarding selection of books, cataloging, and 
any other matters pertaining to the maintenance or ad- 
ministration of the library; and to distribute state aid to 
libraries established under state law. In 1900, an amend- 
to the law was passed providing for a system of traveling 
libraries. 

Advisory Work. Members of the Commission and its secre- 
tary assist at public meetings for library interests and in 
some cases by personal work in a town aid in getting a free 
library established. 

A quarterly bulletin is published to furnish information 
bearing upon library work in the state and to supply a me- 
dium of communication between the librarians of the state 
and the Commission. 

In the years 1905, 1906, 1907, the Commission subscribed 
for thirty-five copies of Public Libraries, and sent the same 
free of charge to such libraries in the state as particularly 
needed the assistance of such a journal. 

To assist librarians in making their selection of books 
each public library in the state is supplied with a copy of 
the A, L. A. Book-list. This list takes the place of the an- 
nual lists that were formerly issued by the Commission. 
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Instruction. In 1908, the Commission held meetings in 
different parts of the state, to which not only librarians but 
teachers and school superintendents were asked. The result 
has been many helpful conferences between librarians, edu- 
cators and state officials by which the schools and the li- 
braries have been drawn in closer touch, and library interests 
largely increased. 

In July 1908, a library institute for technical instruction 
of librarians was held at the University of Vermont. This 
lasted a week, and while the instructor could hope only to 
lay a foundation in the principles of library science in so 
short a time, much in the way of enthusiasm and new ideas 
was gained. The course was free to all, even to those out- 
side the profession and state, and free rooms provided in 
the dormitory. 

Many more libraries have been visited by the secretary, 
and as fast as practicable all the libraries and towns in the 
state will become personally known to the Commission. 

The Commission now reaches all the newspapers in the 
state through the Publicity Committee of the State Library 
Association, by a schedule which supplies articles of library 
interest regularly. 

Organizing. Whenever a town requests aid in organizing 
or cataloging, the Commission pays the expenses of the 
secretary for a few days' work, and recommends catalogers 
who may be engaged by the library. 

Direct Aid. Upon the establishment of a free public li- 
brary under state law any town is entitled to $100 worth 
of books selected and purchased by the Board of Library 
Commissioners. 

Traveling Libraries. Any three or more citizens may or- 
ganize a library association, and on compliance with the 
rules of the Commissioners, shall be entitled to the use of 
traveling libraries, upon payment of all expenses of trans- 
portation. Any local library, literary or other club, agricul- 
tural or other society, grange, college, seminary, university 



VERMONT. 



69 



extension center, study circle or other association may have 
the use of the libraries on the same terms. 

In addition to the general libraries containing from forty 
to fifty volumes each, a number of libraries selected espe- 
cially for school use are loaned to rural schools or to small 
villages having no library privileges. To supply the de- 
mand for groups of books on special subjects, there are a 
number of special libraries supplemented by the general 
reserve library. 

The past year special attention has been given to the 
State Institutions — ^Reform School, House of Correction, 
State Prison, Insane Hospitals and Soldiers' Home. These 
have been visited arid the needs of the inmates ascertained, 
and either general or special collections of books in the 
traveling libraries sent to them. So far the results have 
been most gratifying. 

More attention has also been given to school libraries, and it 
is hoped to increase their number. 

Periodical Exchange. To help public libraries to build up 
reference collections of magazines, the Commission has es- 
tablished a clearing house for periodicals, on the usual plan, 
through which many volumes of valuable magazines have 
been added to the libraries of the state at small expense. 

Many more magazines having come in than are called 
for by the libraries, the Commission has recently donated 
both sets and odd numbers to the State Institutions, where 
the sets will be bound and the odd numbers circulated till 
worn out or cut up for pictures. 

Documents. When a town has established a public library, 
the town may vote to place in the library documents received 
from the state for the use of the town, with certain excep- 
tions; and the state librarian is directed to deliver to such 
libraries duplicate documents and volumes published or pro- 
vided by the state. 

Publications: 

Biennial reports, 2-7. 
Quarterly bulletin v. 2-date. 



70 



LIBRARY COMMISSION YEAR-BOOK. 



Members of the Oommlssion: 

March M. Wilson, Chairman, Randolph. 

Mrs. W. P. Smith, Superintendent of traveling libraries, 

St. Johnsbury. 
Mrs. C. W. Winslow, Brandon. 
Edward M. Goddard, Montpelier. 
Miss Tanny B. Fletcher, Proctorsville. 

Executive Ofllcer: 

Miss Frances Hobart, Secretary, Cambridge. 

Virginia 

The Virginia State Library performs many of the func- 
tions of a library commission, in that it has charge of the 
system of traveling libraries, and endeavors in every way 
possible to advance library interests in general in the state. 

Traveling Iiibraries. In 1906, the General Assembly ap- 
propriated $7,500.00 for inaugurating the system of travel- 
ing libraries, and gave $1,800.00 a year for 1908 and 1909 
for maintaining it. Under this appropriation a complete 
reorganization of the traveling library system then existing 
was effected, and the Traveling Library Division was estab- 
lished as a permanent department of the State Library. 

The libraries consist of fixed collections, numbering from 
25 to 50 books. These collections are sent, without charge, 
on application of ten taxpayers, who have formed a local 
library association, by electing a president and librarian. 
The librarian agrees to abide by all the rules of the State 
Library regarding the circulation of the books and keeping 
of records and to return the books at the end of six months. 
There are two classes of traveling libraries, namely the 
libraries for adult readers (called citizens' or general trav- 
eling libraries) and libraries for the use of pupils of the 
public schools. In addition to the books in the fixed col- 
lections, there are about 1,000 volumes from which selection 
may be made. 

Publications: 

Annual report of the State Librarian. 
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Members of the State Library Board: 

Armistead C. Gordon, Chairman, Staunton. 
S. S. P. Patteson, Eichmond. 
John W. Fishburne, Charlottesville. 
Theodore S. Garnett, Norfolk. 
Edmund Pendleton, Richmond. 

Execntive Staff: 

H. E. Mcllwaine, State Librarian, Eichmond. 

F. B. Berkeley, Chief, Division of Traveling Libraries. 

Washington 

The State Library Commission consists of the Governor, 
the judges of the Supreme Court, and the Attorney General, 
and was created by the law of 1903 to have charge of the 
State Library and all its departments. In addition an ad- 
visory board was created which consists of the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction and four persons appointed by 
the Governor, one of whom shall be a person recommended 
by the Washington State Historical Society, and one of 
whom shall be a person recommended by the State Federa- 
tion of Women's Clubs. The advisory board is directed by 
tne law to give particular attention to the building up of a 
state historical department and a system of traveling li- 
braries, and to give advice and counsel to all free libraries 
in the state, regarding the best means of establishment and 
administration. 

Advisory Work. Under the law of 1903, the Advisory 
Board of the State Library shall give advice and counsel 
to all free libraries in the state, and to all communities 
which may propose to establish them, as to the best means 
of establishing and administering such libraries, the selec- 
tion of good books, cataloging and other details of library 
management. The A. L. A. Book-list is distributed to public 
libraries, as also all the reports and public documents of the 
state. 
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Instruction. A six-weeks' summer school is conducted at 
the University of Washington under the supervision of the 
librarian of the University. 

Direct Aid. The law of 1903 authorizes the state to give 
direct financial aid to public libraries under the control of 
the Library Commission, but no appropriation has yet been 
made for the purpose. 

Traveling Libraries. The traveling library of Washing- 
ton was started by the State Federation of Women's Clubs, 
and turned over to the State Library Commission on its 
establishment in 1901. In 1903, when the Commission was 
reorganized, the traveling libraries were made a department 
of the State Library. By the law of 1907, the traveling 
library work is placed in the hands of a Superintendent of 
Traveling Libraries, appointed by the Commission but in- 
dependent of the State Library. 

The libraries are sent to any community upon the applica- 
tion of three responsible persons, and upon the payment of 
transportation charges. A special effort has been made to 
reach study clubs, who are urged to send in programs. 
Lists of books in the State Library, bearing on the subjects 
pursued, are sent to the clubs to make their selection. The 
only expense to the clubs is the transportation fee and any 
number of books desired are supplied. 

Periodical Clearing House. Volumes and single numbers 
of magazines are supplied to public libraries on the usual 
exchange plan. 

Documents. The State Library has full control of the dis- 
tribution of state documents. A legislative reference de- 
partment has been organized on the same plan as that in 
Wisconsin. 

Publications: 

Biennial reports, 1904, 1906. 
Library laws of Washington, 1903. 

Washington Library Association Bulletin (quarterly). 
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Members of the Washington Library Ck>mmission: 
Governor S. G. Cosgrove. 
Attorney-General W. T. Bell. 
Supreme Justice Mark A. Fullerton. 
Supreme Justice Wallace Mount. 
Supreme Justice Ralph O. Dunbar. 
Supreme Justice S. J. Chadwick. 
Supreme Justice Milo A. Root. 
Supreme Justice Herman D. Crow. 
Supreme Justice Prank H. Rudkin. 

State Library Advisory Board: 

H. B. Deney, Superintendent Public Instruction, ex 
ofScio. 

Mrs. Kate Turner Holmes, Seattle, representing Women 's 
Clubs. 

L. W. Pratt, Tacoma, representing Washington State 

Historical Society. 
J. A. Gabel. Chehalis. 
C. W. Smith, Seattle. 

Execntive Staff: 

J. M. Hitt, State Librarian, Secretary, ex officio, Olympia. 
Miss Josephine Holgate, Assistant Librarian. 
Mrs. Lou G. Diven, Superintendent Traveling Library 
Department. 

Wisconsin 

The Free Library Commission carries on the work of 
library extension in Wisconsin through (1) the Instructional 
Department, which includes the work of organizing and 
visiting libraries, the library school, summer school and in- 
stitutes, (2) the Traveling Library Department, and (3) the 
Document Department for use of state officers, members of 
the Legislature and others interested in the growth and de- 
velopment of affairs in the state. 

Advisory Work. In the organization of a new library, the 
Commission offers such advice and assistance as is needed. 
A member of the staff may be sent to advise with the board 
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as to best methods of organization. Frequent visits are made 
to the libraries for the purpose of giving aid and counsel 
in the improvement of methods of work, in planning new 
branches of service, in choice of books. Much time has been 
given to the study of library buildings, their planning and 
equipment, and an excellent collection of photographs and 
plans has been made, together with specifications, samples, 
and estimates of cost. 

The first Suggestive list of hooks was published in 1897, a 
second edition in 1898 and revised editions of this have been 
issued every second year since that time. Buying-lists of 
recent books to supplement the Suggestive list have been 
issued at frequent intervals, and special bibliographies have 
also been prepared. The 1905 edition of the Suggestive list 
was compiled by the Wisconsin Commission and published 
by the League of Library Commissions. Since the A, L, A. 
Book-list began publication in 1905, the Buying-lists have 
been discontinued. 

Instraction. The Commission gives instruction in library 
methods through the library school, by means of library 
institutes and by personal visits to librarians in their own 
libraries. A permanent library school offering a one year 
course was opened in September, 1906. A joint course has 
been arranged between the Univ-ersity of Wisconsin and the 
Library School, which marks an important epoch in the 
history of the school. For the University of Wisconsin in 
recognition of the school's standards of entrance, course 
of study, and scholarship, will hereafter grant twenty hours 
(5 hours each semester) of credit towards the B. A. degree 
for work done in the Library School in the junior and senior 
years. During the freshman and sophomore years, students 
in the University will follow the usual college courses, but 
will elect those calculated to make the best foundation for 
library work; at the end of the sophomore year they will 
take the entrance examinations of the Library School. A 
summer school was instituted in 1895 and continued through 
1898, in connection with the summer term of the University 
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of Wisconsin. In 1899, the summer school was made a per- 
manent institution of the Commission. Two courses are 
open, an annual elementary course of eight weeks and bi- 
ennially a supplementary course of two to four weeks. In- 
struction is given in cataloging^ classification, reference work, 
book-buying, children's work in the library and the school, 
and in all technical and business methods necessary in a 
small library. The supplementary course is intended for 
those who have completed an elementary course, and is de- 
signed to supplement the first course from year to year, so 
that in time the student will receive the equivalent of a 
year 's training in a professional school. 

Library institutes have been held in various parts of the 
state to give elementary instruction to librarians of the 
smallest libraries who cannot come to library school, and 
to hold seminars for the librarians who have had more or 
less training, offering comparative study of methods, and 
calling attention to new methods and results of experiments 
of other librarians. 

Instruction is given in the small libraries to the librarians 
individually, while the organization of the library progresses, 
and every subsequent visit of the members of the Commis- 
sion staff brings some addition to the librarian's stock of 
library knowledge and enthusiasm. 

The Commission has distributed the Handbook of library 
organization, compiled by the Commissions of Wisconsin, 
Iowa and Minnesota, and much other library literature of an 
instructional nature. A bi-monthly bulletin began publica- 
tion in January, 1905. 

Organizing. The Commission aids in classifying and cata- 
loging the books, installing a charging system and putting 
the library on a thorough working and business basis. If 
the library is in a large town with generous support, the 
Commission gives advice and counsel, finds a trained libra- 
rian, oversees the organization generally, but does not do the 
actual work. In cases where less funds are available, the 
Commission furnishes the services but expects the library 
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to bear part of the expense; while in the case of small 
libraries, the Commission gives the time of the organizer. 

Traveling Lllnraxles. The Commission maintains a system 
of traveling libraries. These are sent to farming communi- 
ties and to villages too small to support public libraries; to 
larger villages and towns for the purpose of encouraging 
the establishment of local libraries; to villages and towns 
already maintaining public libraries, but whose book funds 
are insufficient for the frequent purchases of books neces- 
sary to sustain public interest; to study clubs not having 
access to public libraries offering adequate service; and to 
public libraries with large numbers of German, Scandinavian 
or Polish patrons, libraries made up of books in their lan- 
guages. The libraries are shipped by freight in stout pine 
cases and are accompanied by printed catalogs and supplies 
necessary for keeping records of circulation, with circulars 
of information, and with placards for advertising the library 
in the vicinity of the station. The station receiving the 
library provides the shelves and pays the charges of trans- 
portation. The study libraries are retained as long as the 
cluD pursues the subject they cover; the other series are 
kept six months, when exchange is made. The English 
libraries contain from 50 to 60 of the best popular books 
in fiction, history, travel, biography, science and literature 
for adults and children. The study libraries vary greatly 
in number of books, and are sometimes supplemented by 
magazines and pamphlets. They are accompanied with out- 
lines and programs. The German, Scandinavian and Polish 
libraries contain from 35 to 40 books. These libraries have 
in the main, been subscribed to by the public libraries using 
them. A public library contributes $35, the cost of one 
library, and in return the Commission agrees to furnish a 
continuous exchange during the life of the books purchased, 
which is estimated to be six years at least, an exchange of 
twelve libraries. 

Foreign groups comprising ten books each are added to the 
English traveling libraries sent to communities where a large 
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foreign-born element can be served. Foreign groups com- 
prise separate collections in the following languages: German 
Polish, Norwegian, Swedish, Bohemian. These have proved 
immensely popular, the supply being unequal to the de- 
mand. 

New-book" or rental libraries, comprising sixty books 
each, are intended for struggling libraries with limited 
funds. Circuits of six libraries are arranged, an annual fee 
of $10 entitling each subscriber to use of two libraries an- 
nually, arrangement being for a term of three years, when 
the books are withdrawn from this service and otherwise 
utilized. With each semi-annual shipment, from six to a 
dozen of the best currently published books are substituted 
for a like number of the older or less popular books. 

Town traveling libraries, comprising 100 books each 
(English), are intended for the larger villages and smaller 
cities financially unable to maintain a public library, but too 
populous to remain satisfied with a traveling library of the 
usual size. Upon payment of $50, the Commission agrees to 
supply 100 books, which are exchanged for other collections 
of like character semi-annually for five years, to each of 
ten communities comprising the circuit. A library organiza- 
tion is effected in each place joining the circuit, and fre- 
quently a reading room is opened in connection with the 
traveling library. Transportation charges are paid by the 
local station. The net result of this arrangement is that 
the local station bears half the cost of book purchase, and 
the Commission half — or the equivalent of cost represented 
by the standard traveling library sent to rural communities 
without charge. 

The traveling library stations are visited from time to 
time that the Commission may keep in touch with the com- 
munities it serves, and that direct and intimate knowledge 
may be gained of the individual condition and needs of each 
station. 

Periodical Exchange. The Commission operates a clear- 
ing house for magazines with the purpose of building up 
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reference collections of bound periodicals in the public li- 
braries of the state, and supplying current topics * material for 
clubs. 

Documents. Each established library of over 1,000 volumes 
is entitled to one copy of all documents published by the 
state. The Commission designates such libraries as deposi- 
tories of state documents and prepares lists for the use of 
the State Superintendent of Public Property. The Com- 
mission has also compiled a check-list of state documents 
and will publish supplementary lists as they are required. 
Printed catalog cards of state documents are prepared by 
the Commission to be distributed to public libraries and to 
the various departments of the state. 

LegislatiTe Reference Department. In 1901, the Legisla- 
ture authorized the Commission to conduct a legislative 
reference room, and to gather and index for the use of mem- 
bers of the Legislature and the executive officers of the state 
such reports, bills, documents and other material from Wis- 
consin and other states as would aid them in their official 
duties. This department aims to build up a working library 
of present-day subjects, so that the history of legislation, 
and all possible material on economic problems may be 
readily available as each question arises. The work has 
already had a decided effect upon good legislation in Wis- 
consin and is very popular with all members of the Legisla- 
ture. The appropriation of $1,500 for the first year, has 
now been increased to $15,000 a year. 

Publications: 

Biennial report, v. 7, 1908. 
Bulletin (bi-monthly), January, 1905-date. 
Check-list of journals and public documents of Wiscon- 
sin, 1903. 
Circulars of information: 

1 — ^Establishing a library, first steps. 

2 — ^How to secure a traveling library. 

3 — Suggestions for library rules and regulations. 
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4 — Magazines for the clearing house. 

5 — Campaigning for a public library. 

6 — ^Legislative reference department. 

Comparative legislation bulletins; 1-15. 
Current events index (quarterly). 
Instructional department pamphlets: 

1 — Wisconsin library school, 1907-08. 

2 — Short course, library school, 1908. 

3 — ^Picture collections in small libraries. 

4 — Supplementary course, library school, 1908. 

Laws of Wisconsin relating to free public libraries and 

the Free Library Commission, 1905. 
Library papers: 

1 — Library extension, by Edward A. Birge, 1905. 
One hundred popular German books. 
Some Wisconsin library buildings. 
Study outlines, 1-22. 
Traveling library catalogs. 
Traveling library circulars: 

1 — Traveling libraries for public libraries. 

2 — Traveling libraries for communities without pub- 

lic libraries. 

3 — ^Traveling library stations in Wisconsin. 

Members of the Gomxnission: 

James M. Pereles, Milwaukee. 

Eeuben G. Thwaites, Secretary State Historical Society, 

Madison. 
Mrs. Charles S. Morris, Berlin. 

Charles R. Van Hise, President University of Wisconsin, 
Madison. 

Charles P. Cary, Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Madison. 

Executive Staff: 

Henry E. Legler, Secretary, Madison. 
Charles McCarthy, Chief of Legislative Reference De- 
partment. 
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Miss Mary Emogene Hazeltine, Chief of Instructional 
Department. 

Miss L. E. Stearns, Chief of Traveling Library De- 
partment. 

Mrs. Anna L. Mayers, Chief clerk. 

Mrs. Harriet P. Sawyer, Instructor Library School. 

Miss Helen T. Kennedy, Instructor Library School. - 

Miss Ono M. Imhoff, Cataloger Legislative Reference 
Department. 

Miss Helen J. Stearns, Assistant cataloger. Legislative 
Beference iJepartment. 



SUMMARY OF LIBRARY CONDITIONS IN COMMISSION BTATBS. 



STATI 



Alabama 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kanaas 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Mifthi g yn 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Nebraska 

New Hampshire. . 

New Jersey. 

New York 

North Dakota. . . . 

Ohio... 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washinc^ton 

Wisoonsm 



1907 
1003 
1809 
1893 
1901 
1897 
1901 
1899 
1900 
1899 
1899 
1901 
1890 

1899 
1899 
1907 
1901 
1891 
1899 
1892 
1907 
1896 
1905 
1899 
1894 
1906 
1901 
1895 



g 

i 



2,049,407 
1,485.053 



906,420 

184,735 
$2,216,331 

316,000 
2,516,462 
2,210,050 
1,651.331 

694,466 



1,979,912 
3.106,665 
1.068,559 



2,144,104 
8.067.308 

437,070 
4,157,545 

500,000 



343,631 



1.200,000 
2,228,949 



17 
100 
94 
70 
71 



166 
10 

141 
16 



84 



I 

I' 



9 

112 
Nos 
97 
4 
13 
12 
118 
102 
31 
120 
No's 
Ever 
free 
No s 
72 
16 
43 
Nos 
93 
357 
14 
109 
7 
57 
141 
Nos 
12 
146 



tat' 
*62 
5 
1 



it36 
37 



tatis 
V to 
ibra 
tatis 

26 
3 

17 
tatis 

31 

49 
1 

*99 
8 
*33 
64 

tatis 
1 
8 



32 
38 

OS 

25 
4 
4 



9 



tics 
wn i 
ry 
tics 
11 



37 
tics 



11 
5 
23 
7 
46 
64 
tics 
5 



120 
76 
avail 



...42 
115 
25 



avail 
n th 

avail 
42 
70 
30 

avail 



200 
21 



18 
11 
47 
avail 
7 
18 



21 
96 
able 
1 87 



13 



able 
e sta 

able 
44 
22 
20 

able 



179 
7 



5 
76 
68 
able 
13 
66 



Tndiiid 



8 

"13 

'38" 
30 
6 



21 
6 



93 
62 
9 



te h ] 

11 
«12 
12 

95. 
4. 

11 

12 



32 
37 



5 
52 



^Includes endowed libraries, 
tlndudes subscription libraries, 
tlndudes 1.034.813 colored. 
(No record. 
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TABLE OF EXPENDITURES. 



State 



Appro- 
priation 
1907-8 



Expenditures 



a Sallies 



&Or^;an- 
uation 
and In- 
struc- 
tion 



c Travel- 
ing Li- 
braries 



d Other 

Ex- 
penses 



Total 



Alabama 

California... 
Colorado (T, 
L. Com.). 
Connecticut.. 
Delaware. , 
Georgia... , 

Idaho 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Maine 

Maryland .... 
. Massachua'tts 
Michigan... 
Minnesota.. 
Missouri. . . 

Nebraska 

N. Hampshire 

New Jersey . . 
New York... 

N. Dakota. . . 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 



Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington.. 
Wisconsin.... 



S 1.000.00 
8,018.87 



S 44.00 



S 271.73 



$7,643.85 



1,500.00 
2,750.00 
700.00 



1 1,236.03 
300.00 



251.06 



1,600.00 
t805.01 
400.00 



425.40 



S 1.315.73 
15,662.72 

1,500.00 
2.717.50 
700.00 



3.100.00 
7,000.00 
7.820.00 
6,000.00 
2,500.00 
1,000.00 



1,200.00 
3,960.00 
4,700.00 
1,800.00 
300.00 



684,83 
Included 



12,500.00 
5,000.00 
3,000.00 

All expens 
6,600.00 



|1 ,500.00 



No report. 

No report. 
5.071.09 
2.014.73 
1.900.00 

es paid fr 
1.750.00 
13,200.00 

1,564.71 



254.31 



607.95 
457.10 
252.09 

om State 



2,800.00 
1,339.77 
in*'d" 
4,200.00 
2,000.00 
254.24 



4,597.95 
812.38 
371.50 
(books) 
Library 



1,015.40 
3,120.00 



200.00 



6,000.00 
26,000.00 



1,400, 



3,300.00 
7,400.00 

600.00 



103.95 
2,000.00 
600.00 



6,000.00 
(books) 

161.98 
9,600.00 
1,960.00 



1,961.95 
1,064.80 
917.77 

fund. 
3,850.00 



3,000.00 
7,000.00 
7.820.00 
6.000.00 
2.500.00 
606.56 



12,228.94 
4.347.01 
3,441.36 



5.600.00 



596.46 
500.00 
150.00 



2.426.10 
12,100.00 
6,000.00 



500.00 



300.00 



1.400.00 



7.050.00 
z34,000.00 



3,700.00 
25,870.00 
(all depts) 



1,157.48 
(trav.ex.) 



1,100.00 
3,186.00 



1,500.00 
310.00 



6,300.00 



* Included in expenses of State Librarv or Educ. Dept. 

t Clerical service is only paid in part from this appropriation. 

t Does not include amount spent for books, binding, pictures and cases. 

S Biennial appropriation spent in 1907-8. 

z 12,000.00 for administration and field work; 7,000.00 Lib. School; 
16,000.00 Leg. Ref . dept. 



